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CREATIVE WRITING: Foreword 


TRENTWELL MASON WHITE 
Author “How Write for Living,” “Writers Colonial New England,” 
“The Thing the Road,” “Three Rookies Morton,” “Famous 
Leaders Industry,” and Other Books 


OMEWHAT above decade and 

half ago when “Creative Writ- 

emerged another the 
fancy catchwords which English teach- 
ers dream oftener than any 
other teachers (except the social 
studies field), was hailed with 
whoop. fact, the “creative” idea 
became popular that time 
spread through the whole curriculum. 
English faculties shortly observed 
with chagrin that they had practically 
lost the copyright the expression, 
what with courses labeled 
Cooking,” “Creative Dancing,” “Crea- 
tive Carpentry,” and on, burgeon- 
ing all about them. 

But the English teachers held 
grimly and eventually shook off their 
foolish imitators. Then neat little 
brochures methods teaching the 
“new” subject sprang full-panoplied 
from the foreheads textbooks pub- 
lishers, and English meeting, either 
school department the Na- 
tional Council, was felt worth holding 
few hours were not spent con- 
templating this splendid, fresh-laid, 
educational egg. was “such mar- 
velously original approach the labor 
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theme-building” one feverish in- 
structor burbled. Thus armed with 
all manner flavorful terminologies 
and seads exciting “projects,” the 
enterprise quite captured the imagina- 
tions thousands dim-eyed Eng- 
lish teachers who had for years been 
praying for something destroy the 
unhappy monotony themes 
entitled “My Trip Washington,” 
“What the Old Clock Said,” and 
“Making Paddock for Dandy.” This 
wonderful Creative Writing was ap- 
parently the answer 
everything. 

never will be. Changing the name 
course even changing its content 
and methodology cannot, itself, 
bring about any educational revolu- 
tion. The teachers themselves have 
that; and, the matter creative 
writing, simply work. 
not twenty-five per 
cent the English teachers the 
country were and are qualified give 
the course, regardless grade level. 
Let the school head who seeks have 
his creative writing courses deserve 
their designation choose teachers 
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those who are genuinely interested 
the subject and who are have been 
willing the apprenticeship part 
the job with the conpleteness re- 
quires. English instructor who 
may virtually ball fire gram- 
mar, rhetoric, even 
normal composition work may also 
challenged the very special prob- 
lems creative writing. 

The teacher who brings forth the 
best results usually the one who 
likes try little writing his own 
hook. When attempts put into 
practice some the principles has 
been peddling his classes, will 
presently understand what the word 
means and what about 
it. will better teacher for 
the experience and will command 
new respect from his pupils they 
know that willing take the 
medicine prescribes them. 

realize that the foregoing more 
easily said than done; that small 
school systems where everyone must 
turn and accept assignments cir- 
cumstances dictate, creative writing 
teacher just may not discoverable. 
But believe that school heads 
knew how many their teachers are 
slyly, yes, furtively, undertaking ex- 
tension and correspondence courses 
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writing, these executives would 
astonished. And what would 
them greater pause the fact that 
more than half these aspiring 
ers are teachers subjects other than 
English! Beyond this, large num- 
ber these tyro authors are better 
prepared teach creative 
(and would like to) than are the 
lish masters themselves! 

comes down this, then: the gar 
den-variety English teacher almost 
worthless creative writing courses; 
and such inadequately-trained, 
temperamentally-unsuited individuals 
who are making what purports 
(but isn’t!) “creative writing” the 
same old miserable composition course 
was before being For 
tunately, though, there are some hun- 
dreds real, creative-writing teachers 
who are doing their job should 
done, and there are few 
who are the look-out for other 
qualified instructors, though such men 
and women may not now belong 
English faculties. indicate what 
opportunities there really are still 
developed the creative writing 
field, have selected materials from 
number outstanding 
Authors themselves, they speak with 
significant persuasiveness they can 
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Creative Writing 
the Primary Grades 


MURIEL MORGAN 
1st Grade Teacher, Stephen Palmer School, 
Needham, Mass. 


heart are all story tellers. 
Each has story tell and 

ence which really interested him. 
Childhood time when impressions 
come crowding fast. The child 
eager tell his story. wants 
share his impressions his home, his 
family, his pets, and himself. 
needs only inspired with 
fidence and assured that you are 
eager hear from him. the 
very young can made understand 
that only Billy can really tell about 
ride airplane. When 
every child feels that individ- 
ual interesting and his contribution 
valued the teacher and respected 
his fellows, even the timidest will 
inspired try express his 
thoughts and feelings. 

its early stages creative writing 
should creative first and writing 
secondly. has its beginnings 
the kindergarten when Tommy says, 


Thomas Buddy Clark. 
got dog home and baby. 
like dog.” 


Such story not made fit 
specific order given teacher. 
grew out child’s natural impulse 
share something with new acquain- 
tances. not lesson composi- 
tion nor exercise grammar. 
Good stories can only produced 


atmosphere where the child 
cure and where sure friendly 
and appreciative audience which con- 
stantly inspires him with praise 
encouraging comments. 

The kindergarten has the golden op- 
portunity for laying the foundations 
for creative writing. The child com- 
ing school for the first time 
thrilled with wealth new experi- 
ences. Vivid impressions seek ex- 
pression oral stories and pictures. 
their first faltering attempts meet 
with heart-warming encouragement, 
stories follow thick and fast. The 
children grow rapidly ability ex- 
press themselves. Children are primi- 
tive. They seek graphic expression 
through pictures because they feel the 
need let everyone see what they have 
enjoyed. Consequently their earliest 
attempts creative writing are often 
the form pictures accompanied 
elaborate explanations. 


“Here Christmas tree. And 
this,” indicating figure, 
with horrible spectacles, “is you. You 
came over see and asked you 
and you sat down the big chair 
and smoked cigarette.” 

the beginning the first grade 
the children have become quite con- 
fident their ability “tell story.” 
They are delighted when “the chalk 
says them” the board, and they 
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read them back proudly parents and 
friends. “Stories made 
are always popular reading matter 
the primary grades. 
which comes into the classroom grist 
for the story mill. The vocabulary 
their own choosing and the interest 
close and keen. 

Before many weeks labels begin ap- 
pearing pictures. Soon child 
holds paper and says, “We are all 
out sliding hill. This little 
one way back here put “me” 
you will know where am.” 
this token indicates that 
ready make use new tool which 
almost within his grasp. Then the 
labels are replaced stories explain- 
ing the pictures. first these may 
only two words, “Hospital” 
“brother” printed under huge red 
building. This supposed tell 
the reader that “my mother has gone 
the hospital get new baby 
brother.” 

About this time the more articulate 
children will express desire make 
book “all ourselves.” This may 
take the form large class project 
which each child makes contribu- 
tion. may the form in- 
dividual books wide variety 
subjects. These are usually collections 
one-line stories illustrated every 
page preferably with the children’s 
own drawings. The more precocious 
children may make five six line 
stories fairly well related subject 
and sequence. first the chil- 
dren depend their primers, the 
blackboard, and each other for words, 
but toward the end the first grade 
year the more advanced children will 
put together eight ten related sen- 
tences quite independently. 

the second grade the stories be- 
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come longer and often more 
tive. They are tempted 
stories family life injecting 
something from radio programs they 
have heard movies they have 
Sometimes this can forestalled 
mational matter copyright laws and 
the evils plagiarism. 

the kindergarten favored 
jects are home and family, pets 
toys, the child’s immediate 
ences. But the second and 
years the children begin look out 
into the community for their 
However well bear mind 
that children must write 
They can only 
tive subjects which are close 
their interests and experience, 
signing topics from outside the 
sphere should carefully 
against, since can only result 
rehash material which has bor 
rowed from some outside 

Some classes particularly enjoy 
making group poems. 
comes naturally, will some 
children, well but with young 
children sharp dividing line 
tween prose and poetry need 
Much the child’s natural expression 
glass and bursts out, “Oh see, the 
dow’s all broken like feathers.” 

little boy standing 
Christmas tree turns from the 
shining eyes and silver hair 
teacher and says, call you 
thoughts.” Lovely thoughts 
simply expressed should not 
ored into verse form. 

dealing with children’s 
the teacher has one her rarest 
tunities for teaching lessons 
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She must able guide them find 
truth and beauty what are often 
sordid She has sol- 
emn duty build honest, courageous 
attitudes toward undesirable condi- 
tions. She cannot this preach- 
ments ostrich-like hiding 
from difficult situations. Many 
adults are too easily shocked and 
squeamish about children’s frankness. 
And through our own over-sensitive- 
ness make children ashamed 
their homes, their experiences, their 
thoughts and even their honest emo- 
tions. must not lose sight the 
fact that what may seem breach 
good taste from eight-year-old 
merely his honest statement his im- 
pressions the world around him. 

our anxiety keep everything 
unpleasant out children’s lives 
often put child solitary confine- 
ment with the very object that fears 
most. tend overlook the fact 
that the more shocking difficult his 
experiences have been the greater may 
his need for sharing them with 
someone. All too often beat 
hasty retreat before trying em- 
barrassing situation and therein miss 
opportunity show the child 
through our own sane 
balanced attitude “the 
which his burden may borne.” 

Frequently put artificial bar 
riers their way. Recently young 
victim the present war was heard 
say her teacher, “I’d like write 
all down you could read about 
just the way happened.” 

When the teacher suggested that she 
carry out her plan, the youngster said, 
tried to, but didn’t spell good 
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pity this child had been taught 
falsely evaluate her own work! 

Some are inclined even 
these early years grow too con- 
cerned about handwriting, spelling 
and punctuation. forget that 
many the world’s best stories were 
handed down word mouth for 
generations before copies were made 
and that even then they were without 
benefit punctuation and often with 
very dubious spelling. Commas and 
semi-colons never made masterpiece 
yet story, however badly copied, may 
story still. 

child’s work should never re- 
jected the basis mechanics. 
evaluating their writing necessary 
hide the overworked red pencil 
the most inaccessible corner the 
desk drawer and read for content, 
freshness sincerity. Teachers 
have natural tendency perfec- 
tionists. difficult for them re- 
gard punctuation merely means 
the end easier interpretation. 
find terribly hard wait patiently 
until the child sees the need for 
tuation until his mates point out 
him. 

grow panicky when are con- 
fronted grubby-looking paper 
innocent capitalization and punc- 
tuation and suffer from visions 
generation has forgotten all the 
rules composition. Many good, 
honest effort can saved from 
ignominious ending the waste bas- 
ket and many young heart will 
lightened, can gather the 
smuggy masterpieces and read them 
aloud with all the respect 
Shakespeare. Let remember 
ask ourselves, Does this sound like this 
child? Was really written because 
had something wanted give 
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us? there one good line that real- 
came right from the depths him 

that point may decide seek 
out the young author and say, “This 
really very beautiful story. 
sounds just like you. Wouldn’t you 
like take this nice white paper and 
this fine sharp pencil and make look 
just beautiful really Then 
can put the bulletin board 
for all the others see.” Few chil- 
dren can resist this approach, and 
though the results may far from 
beautiful, they will the product 
honest toil and will fill childish 
heart with pride. 

Especially the primary grades 
must content stop this side 
perfection, keeping firm faith the 
fact that great things are often 
achieved slowly. enough 
suggest one way time improve 
our writing. “Today let’s try 
member don’t you think 
this story would easier read 
you put some little marks like this 
few words praise for the ones who 
remember punctuation marks and 
capital letters will inspire others try 
them. When everyone’s work dis- 
played the bulletin board under 
the critical gaze his classmates, 
feeling need will natural motiva- 
tion enough for some children be- 
gin asking for help with the technical 
aspects for writing. 

Spelling, too, highly necessary 
and proper; but high point cre- 
ative thought time send 
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young child stumbling through 
tionary subject him protracted 
struggle with phonetic analysis. 
advisable give the word 
and quietly point out some 
ularly able child who may 
sulted. Provide the young 
with the tools needs them and 
will come appreciate them 
means desired end. 

The requisites for successful 
ative writing program for young 
dren are only the prime essentials 
good teaching. The child must 
given something say through 
abundance stimulating experiences, 
must feel free say it. This 
ing freedom not produced merely 
handing him piece paper and 
saying, “Go ahead, dear. Write any 
thing you like.” Confidence and 
curity must built letting him 
group and giving him much oppor 
tunity for practice expressing him- 
self orally and graphically. 

Writing primarily means 
communication. all writing must 
for the assembly program, the 
letin board, the school paper, letter 
sick friend, parent the 
commemorate some special event. But 
should always borne that 
creative writing not dictated 
ercise. the individual’s thought 
and shared with others and 
cause sincere and true can 
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CREATIVE WRITING 
ELEMENTARY GRADES 


MARY ALICE MITCHELL 
Director Elementary Education, Newton Public Schools 
Newton, Massachusetts 


AVE you ever felt helpless, frus- 
trated and inhibited when faced 
with the job writing? Well, 

you are not unique, because most peo- 
ple have felt just like that some 
time their lives. More than others, 
teachers probably recognize and dread 
the wall despair which prevents 
many pupils from starting toward the 
development facility creative 
writing. 

Creative writing definition de- 
mands first subject matter. This sub- 
ject matter drawn from innate ideas 
from the material world transmuted 
imagination, emotional under- 
standing, quickened perception, ob- 
servation and experience. Most young 
children are usually highly imagina- 
tive with keen perceptions and appre- 
ciation the vividness and sensations 
their world. With strong feelings 
near the surface they are naturally 
poetic their use language. Many 
educators today realize this, and, 
their programs for young children, 
they try assist extending their 
processes thinking and feeling into 
tangible expressions language, 
painting, music and play. 

But some teachers too 
not recognize this natural ability 
and attempt “to educate” children 
toward fearsome respect for gram- 
mar, punctuation, spelling, and 
handwriting. This too early em- 


phasis form frequently results 
freezing ideas. Some teachers 
attempt develop writing ability 
children resort more practice, 
more drill, more dictation, more les- 
result children learn when and where 
place the exclamation point, but 
alas they have lost their living ideas 
and have nothing left about which 
exclaim except, “What shall write!” 
Craftsmanship should the second 
demand creative writing. Until 
children can express ideas naturally 
they have not much actual, functional 
use nor understanding the reasons 
for form. Those children, whose nat- 
ural imaginative qualities have been 
inhibited because exposure the 
type education which 
rather than releases ideas and feeling, 
can freed from their so-called in- 
ability write putting first things 
first. 

How then can get children 
write freely and creatively? will 
cease interfering with the flow 
ideas into words onto paper with- 
drawing our narrowed emphasis upon 
technical writing. What then? Still 
writing. teachers must help 
and encourage those children who have 
lost their ability have ideas 
gain them. must assist all 
respect for their ideas. must en- 
courage children bring into the 


337 


ted 
ten 
lan 
1y- 
: 
4 
ist 
3 
| 


338 EDUCATION FOR 


classroom their personal stories, their 
adventures, their excitements, their 
feelings, their sorrows and their suc- 
cesses. must re-vitalize living 
our classrooms. Friendly 
ships between pupils and between 
teacher and pupils will help peel 
away inhibitions 
ness; those deterrents any kind 
creativity. 

The teachers’ personality im- 
portant factor setting the physical- 
environmental tone the classroom. 
Her own enjoyment literature, her 
enthusiasm for the feeling words 
and qualities language will call out 
aesthetic response from her pupils. 
There must some time allowed 
school living where the end sought 
feeling and not just information 
skills. These are the times perhaps 
when music listened to; when 
stories poems are read for pleasure 
when children are allowed experi- 
ment with arts and crafts. Excursions 
and trips can made opportunities 
for growth and understanding the 
aesthetic natural and unforget- 
table way. Permanent impressions 
come from aesthetic experience. The 
feelings quiet instilled close as- 
sociation with the noise eternally 
moving water the ocean the 
mysterious hush the disturbed still- 
ness the woods leave permanent im- 
pressions upon children. These are 
the kinds experiences which chil- 
dren must have basis for creativ- 
ity. Such experiences and easy pleas- 
ant them lead children 
toward awareness the world, 
consciousness real feelings and 
vivid imagery, all which are pre- 
requisites for creative writing. 
order write creatively they must 
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able translate this wonder 
words. 

isn’t enough simply keep 
bring back, the sense wonder with 
which children first view the world, 
Children must learn what language 
can do. Familiarity with books whose 
authors translate wonder into 
words, helps children recognition 
of, and delight in, style language 
The teacher who will share the emo 
tional pleasure derived from 
stories, and who discriminating 
her choice what read aloud, will 
find less difficult awaken her 
pupils intimate personal 
his response which causes ideas 
spontaneity. If, have seen, 
portant element contributing the 
ability write creatively, then 
tainly vicarious experience another 
element. equally important. The 
teacher, the very nature her 
lationship with children, the 
best position help them get this 
type experience through 
child’s appreciation and 
Louise Rosenblatt (Literature 
ploration) reminds that must 
the same time concerned with fur 
thering parallel development his 
emotional nature and his understand 
ing life. teacher will share 
with her pupils her own sensory and 
emotional responsiveness 
her sensitivity the life the world, 
the real world, the world books, and 
the world fantasy—she will have 
gone far toward making for the 
inadequacy experience many 
boys and girls. 


The relationship speaking, read 
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ing, and writing easy see. But 
sometimes schools forget use 
this relationship cause the develop- 
ment one these language arts 
help the development another. Lin 
Yutang (Importance Living) ex- 
presses the importance this relation- 
ship when says, “As for flavor 
speech, all depends one’s way 
reading. Whether one has ‘flavor’ 
not his talk, depends his method 
reading. reader gets the flavor 
books, will show that flavor 
his conversations, and has flavor 
his conversations, cannot help 
also having flavor his writing.” 
Children must have time school for 
great amount reading, both prose 
and poetry, and, opportunity 
listen the teacher read great 
amount prose and poetry. This will 
build children’s vicarious expe- 
rience, crystallize the meaning their 
own actual experience, and help 
supply the material without which 
impossible write. Reading helps 
awaken aesthetic memories and 
kindle dormant impressions into ideas 
for writing. 

What are some techniques which 
will help children get these ideas 
paper? Sometimes motivating 
needed before group children 
will take the plunge and actually be- 
gin writing. This particularly true 
the class has more than usual 
number boys and girls who, despite 
the liberating atmosphere the class 
room still hesitate the brink con- 
fiding their thoughts paper. 
adaptation the test for creative 
imagination used the Human En- 
gineering Department In- 
stitute motivating device has 
been the means starting several 
groups children the road writ- 


ing. The test simply finds out the 
number words that can written 
individual ten minutes. Chil- 
dren are told simply write many 
words they are able ten minutes 
time and without regard for spelling. 
They are started and stopped sig- 
nals the teacher. Most children 
think this amusing game and 
wish share with each other the re- 
sults their papers. Reading aloud 
what they have written, fun for 
them besides revealing the great va- 
riety their interests. Some have 
composed brief stories, others in- 
teresting collection types words, 
others have tried funny and 
few have been really funny. 

One important aspects 
adapting this test that capitaliz- 
ing the audience situation. Usually 
the interest high and each child lis- 
tens intently every 
composition. The children get their 
first taste having entertained 
through writing. knowledge 
this “test” has never been used any 
group children that did not ask for 
second and third chance needed 
overcome the awkwardness and hes- 
itancy, and consequent clumsiness 
execution, which sometimes the re- 
sult childrens’ first approach 
writing. Gradually they become 
more fluent, lists words grow into 
stories, and they need and ask for 
more time for writing. They demand 
then, and should frequently get 
chance read aloud what they have 
written. The class begins change 
from inarticulateness into group 
young authors some whose works 
are more popular than others but all 
whom are Humor, fantasy, 
comics, fairy stories, adventure and 
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romance are being written with en- 
thusiasm. 

this stage the process de- 
veloping writing ability children will 
bump right into limitation. This 
limitation they will recognize lack 
craftsmanship. one will listen 
story even read story that can- 
not read smoothly, that cannot 
read because poor writing im- 
possible spelling. up,” ery 
the children. This recognition 
their part lack craftsmanship. 
This then the psychological moment 
for the teacher introduce the 
quired skills writing. Not every 
child once, but gradually individ- 
uals see the need for form will she 
guide children toward understand- 
ing and functional use punctuation, 
grammar, spelling and legible hand- 
writing. this way technique which 
vastly important does not interfere 
with the transfer child’s flood 
recollection into composition. 
more willing accept the discipline 
and drudgery re-writing while 
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the glow which comes out pride 
satisfaction his own 
achievement matter how small. 
will submit willingly the discipling 
form the need for which 
nizes order point and 
nate meanings which are vivid 
own mind, but which for lack 
tuation and good sentence 
lose force for the reader. 


Children the fourth, fifth and 
sixth grades have much say. They 
can learn express creatively the 
citement, the loveliness, the thought 
fulness their ideas, give them 
the chance. Let have 
ship, yes, but not the expense 
ideas and imagination which 
the reasons for craftsmanship. 
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JAMES SELBY THISTLE 
Principal, Junior High School, Wellesley, Massachusetts 


psychology the pupil 
junior high school age and the 
basic philosophy the junior 
high school organization lend 
selves admirably English cre- 
ative nature. the junior high 
school age that the imaginative and 
appreciative instincts are their 
peak. Self-consciousness has not yet 
appeared any considerable degree. 
Self-expression the dominant trait. 
The so-called “restlessness” ad- 
olescence nothing more than nature 
expressing herself the youngster 
urge for activity and creative en- 
deavor. the business the wise 
junior high school administrator and 
teacher harness this “restlessness” 
and direct into proper channels. 
This done through expression, not 
repression. 


The School Paper Incentive 
Creative English 


The junior high school 
vides adequate activities program 
meets the needs the youngsters 
their own ground. Many these ac- 
tivities may ordered serve 
incentives for creative English ex- 
pression. For example, the 
paper magazine may such in- 
centive. gives boys and girls 
outlet for creative English expression 
short story writing, news report- 
ing, editorial writing, poetry, 
feature articles special numbers, 
club activities, home room activities, 
sport and musical activities. 


The merit creative student writ- 
ing many junior high school papers 
truly astonishing one who not 
familiar with this field. wish 
there were space give samples from 
our school magazine, “The Phil- 
lipian.” Here poem one our 
taken from the Autumn 1944 
issue: 


AUTUMN 


Autumn 

room when the guests have gone; 
paper napkins, bright specks, 

are scattered here and there, 

but faded, crumpled, 

thrown down. 


There are ashes the room, 

dead ashes, white stubs, 

circle where men have talked, 

long stubs the piano, where they 
sang 

and forgot the ashes. 


There are ashes the street, 

dead ashes, half burned 

heap where the gardener forgot 
them, 

scattered heaps the gutter. And the 
wind sings, 

forgotten, 

through the ashes. 


Autumn 

world where summer has gone; 
dry leaves, bright specks, 

are scattered here and there, 

but faded, crumpled, 

blown down. 


Miss Sally Eaton, Grade Junior High School, Wellesley, Mass. 
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The Weekly Assembly Channel 
for Creative English 

The Weekly Assembly oc- 
easion when the entire student body 
gathers the auditorium. per- 
haps the best liked all our student 
activities. Doubtless this because 
almost all the programs are the 
hands the pupils. They preside 
the Assemblies; they often suggest 
the type program and they partici- 
pate the performance. All this 
means original speeches, panel discus- 
sions, creative dramatic presentations, 
stage interviews, dialogues, ete. Pep 
talks further school policies 
promote school spirit are excellent 
sources creative expression. 
many instances these programs are the 
outgrowth work done the English 
classes. 


The Outside World Source 
Creatwe Material 


the recent annual convention the 
National Council Teachers Eng- 
lish held Columbus, Ohio, “new 
era” English was predicted. Eng- 
lish will more functional, and more 
adapted everyday life. 


The junior high school attempts 
relate the school curriculum the 
outside world. Hobbies, sports, camp- 
ing, scouting, airplanes, movies, radio, 
home and friends offer the teacher 
English opportunities penetrate the 
real world the child and make 
serve creative written and oral ex- 
pression. 


two hundred and forty junior 
high school pupils, each one listened 
the radio the average four 
hours and half day. This only 
indication the power the radio 
the life the child. Surely noth- 
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ing less can said concerning the 
fluence motion pictures. These 
agencies can and should used the 
teacher English promote the in- 
terests creative expression. Doubt 
less this can done best through 
preciation and evaluation. Writing 
scripts for radio interviews, imaginary 
dialogues, advertisements, stating per 
sonal reactions such 
“Mrs. “In Which 
Serve,” and the episodes the Lone 
Ranger,—all these appeal the 
imagination the junior 
olescent. 


The war has stimulated creative 
writing and speaking such 
the United War Fund, Red 
Sale War Stamps and Bonds, How 
the War has Affected Family. 
also have had original display talks 
Trophies the War, Medals, Insig- 
nia, ete. Poetry and short stories can 
inspired home situations such 
relatives leaving for the service, their 
later exploits, defeats, sorrows and 
joys. 

Experiment Creative Writing 


our junior high school had 
group ninth graders who were 
terested especially doing creative 
writing. The teacher reported that 
these pupils were extremely 
tional her and each other and 
kept her and themselves 
toes” all times. the beginning 
the course she found 
reading and writing interest each 
The majority wanted write stories; 
the others decided write poetry. The 
teacher then organized the 
reading that they might have 
propriate samples short stories and 
poems. Various effects and methods 


4 


used achieving them were then 
studied. The says: 

and toy the pupils, many whom 
had been afflicted with excessive word- 
the mistaken idea that the 
more they said, the better was. Ef- 
fects such are featured various 
collections picturesque speech fas- 
them and had great deal 
with improving their nicety ex- 
pression. The work the teacher 
guide the pupil the good samples, 
encourage him his efforts 
achieve, first similar and then orig- 
inal effects, the various forms. 

“At first much the material sub- 
mitted followed the samples quite 
closely, but gradually individual 
styles were worked out, and much 
was surprising its insight and 
originality ideas. The work the 
teacher here delicate she has 
all times the lookout for each 
pupil’s particular ability. She has 
ready praise definite accom- 
plishment, even though may only 
small part the whole work; her 
adverse criticism, she must cau- 
tious and scrupulously fair this 
group usually sensitive acute 
degree. Many times poem whole 
may very poor, but certain lines 
may show beauty and scope worth 
noticing, and these should praised.” 

The instructor continues: “For 
reading, comment, and practice were 
taken turn the short story, the 
essay, the feature story, the editorial, 
the play, and the poem. the last 
named the pastoral and the ballad 
proved have the greatest appeal, the 
former having the greatest possibility 
for them express their deep feelings 
about nature and ideals. 
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period the close the year 
was carefully saved for ‘free’ writing 
which time each pupil could 
tice more fully that type writing 
which had become most interested 
that time and which had 
shown the greatest skill. This period 
can arranged having the class 
members work individually hav- 
ing groups work class original mag- 
azines with editors getting practice 
critical work. found that the group 
more enjoyed the work was for 
purpose beyond just writing, 
ularly they were working mag- 
azine being made competition with 
another group the same class, Less 
actual writing may accomplished 
some cases, but the work gave more 
practice criticism, and this just 
much part creative writing 
any other. fact, creative writing 
any writing, reference otherwise, 
which the writer expresses himself cor- 
rectly his own way treats ar- 
ranges material individually, and 
should understand and encour- 
aged make all his writing mirror 
himself and not someone else.” 


The Creative Program the Heart 
the Educative Process 


The creative program the heart 
the educative process, and for the 
junior high school youngster, must 
exuberant, free from too much form 
and lest the vital spark 
throttled. Children are natural seers 
and poets. They observe the ways 
ants and spiders, birds and flowers, 
airplanes and submarines. Their 
emotions are sensitive and their imag- 
inations active and expansive. There- 
fore, the curriculum should not 


Miss Helen Lawson, Teacher English, Junior High School, Wellesley, Mass. 
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formalized course. must like the 
children themselves, dynamic, 
ible, and constantly growing. The 
classroom, too, should more like 
laboratory and less like formalized 
recitation room. 

Let provide more opportunity for 
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creative expression the 
classroom. will find that pupils 
have something say give them 
opportunity say it. 
boys and girls junior high 
age are eager for creative 
Let not fail them! 


Veteran’s Affairs Middlebury 


Implementing their decision, made 
some time ago, provide the return- 
ing veteran with all possible facilities 
for completing his college education 
the shortest possible time, Middle- 
bury College has just established 
permanent Veterans’ 
Affairs. This committee will carry 
out the program set the Vet- 
erans’ Counselling Service. 

Veterans will admitted the 
basis their previous education and 
the work done service programs. 
They will also receive credit for time 
spent active service. this way, 
much year may cut from the 
time the veteran will obliged 
spend college. 

Acceleration will 
wherever necessary, that three 
terms work may completed 
one year. 

The Committee Veterans’ Affairs 


may recommend for degree 
who have completed satisfactory pre 
gram which may not satisfy precise 
quirements for degree any 
department. 

Credit will given for course 
successfully passed the specialized 
training programs dealing with sub 
ject matter the college level. 
given the Armed Forces 
and the college will used 
termine proper placement. 

Arrangements are being made with 
recognized business and professional 
schools enable the veteran 
his last two terms such 
tion and receive the Middlebury 
gree their completion. 

Schedules will determined 
meet the particular needs and 
the individual student, and 
courses will added the 
culum needed. 
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CONSTANCE DOWD 
English Department, Hyde Park High School, Boston, Mass. 


OME time ago Secretary War, 

Henry Stimson named the quali- 

fications for admission Officers’ 
Candidate School “which make man 
more valuable leader and which 
can increased proper 
first place was capacity for clear 
and accurate expression.” 

way, these words presented 
challenge and opportunity Eng- 
lish teachers. They also reiterated 
purpose and hope perennially the 
English teacher’s mind for his pupils. 
Because they did, began search 
out some the many specific sugges- 
tions made teachers that they 
could assist the army its education- 
program and prepare high school 
students for living and working the 
armed services. 

first, may well admit, the 
Army’s preinduction aims for 
pupils and mine for them appeared 
desperate. How could follow one 
set purposes without circumscribing 
eliminating the other? Hitherto, 
ognized that goal was make 
pupils project their individuality 
spontaneously into forms reality 
and beauty; convey the effects 
their own observation, imagination, 
reasoning and judgment other 
minds; and grow facility and 
power expression through the re- 
peated exercise their creative facul- 
ties. 


What were the Army’s goals for 
strictly technical basis, wanted 
see that pupils had basic lan- 
guage skills, including the ability 
write legibly, fill out forms, spell 
correctly basic vocabulary, capi- 
talize and punctuate accurately, 
achieve work orderly appearance. 
Furthermore, wished see that 
pupils had understanding 
the war issues and aims, acquain- 
tance with our allies and enemies, in- 
formation about theatres war and 


countries involved, knowledge 


civilian war activities, understand- 
ing democratic. ideals. hoped 
that could help promote national 
unity, aid the individual social and 
personal adjustment, see that 
pupils were familiar with current 
events, increase intelligent thinking, 
critical judgment and logical argu- 
ment, stimulate comparison the 
attitudes and ideals mankind 
general with those our nation 
particular, develop understanding 
other nations. was make 
pupils detest bias and prejudice. 
was supposed bring them read 
newspapers and magazines, analyze 
speeches, editorials, debates and broad- 
casts. Among the themes emphasize 
were the development and the signifi- 
cance the individual and the 
spirit freedom. 

frank, the Army did not ex- 
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press desire for all this. has not, 
far know, ennunciated any edu- 
cational policy advising what the 
schools must must not teach. 
However, groups such the Na- 
tional Council Teachers English 
with the cooperation the United 
States Office Education and the 
War Department; the American 
groups educators have made state- 
ments and reports which intelligently 
interpret the Army’s needs and pre- 
induction goals for training Eng- 
lish. excellent statement pub- 
lished EDUCATION FOR VIC- 
TORY (Vol. No. 11. 1943), 
the official bi-weekly the United 
States Office Education Federal 
Security Agency, 
SCHOOL LIFE for the duration 


the war. 


make documentary report the 
publications which such material 
cover. Rather, should like set 
down few the devices have used 
attempt approximate the 
wishes the armed forces without 
taking the spontaneity and individual- 
ity from creative writing. There are 
better plans, doubt, but found 
these helpful; and learned that the 
Army’s goals and mine could com- 
bined without trouble. They were 
not character after all. 

find out how well classes 
were informed about recent events and 
problems, gave them number 
words and expressions define and 
explain. Since the first test, have 
given many others. Here typical 
one; Dunkirk, Quisling, Bataan, 
bazooka, LST, battle neurosis, the 
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black market, the Charter, 
atoll, plasma. 

Surely, thought, every boy and 
girl will well informed all thesg 
subjects. How wrong was! 
ignorance could only 
Hollywoodian adjective. Among 
one hundred and twenty high school 
seniors, not one could explain all the 
expressions; one could explain none, 
There were boners, plenty 
“Quisling some kind quiz” 
“LST new chemical discovered 
fight disease.” “The battle neurogig 
still going on. long hard 
fight.” “Bataan another place 
where the Marines licked the Japs.” 

Appalled, and much more sym 
pathetic with the Army’s ideas the 
inductees’ intellectual needs, went 
work correct false impressions 
and teach the ignorant. wag 
difficult. The students were com 
pletely interested. They stopped 
desk after class say so. They 
sighed annoyance when the end 
the period bell rang. The interest 
they manifested this work the 
first day has continued 
through other such lessons. easy 
other work. 

But how did such activity lead 
creative writing? Very naturally. 
The class chose from the list the 
jects with the best fictional 
ties: Dunkirk, Bataan, Quisling, and 
black market. each lies ready 
made situation, needing only 
ters individual traits create 
plot. 

based Dunkirk involves the 
bility rescuing someone from the 
hands the enemy. 
writing that subject decided what 
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sort person wished attempt 
the decision that great 
measure determined the action and 
the outcome the story. The possi- 
bilities found endless. Among 
those pupils thought were: girl 
dressed boy, two rival yacht own- 
ers who race one another across the 
Channel, four who always wanted 
join the navy, amnesia victim 
who recovers his memory when 
dive-bombed route, coward, man 
ninety, father who has lost all his 
sons the war, midget, and pom- 
pous English lord. One wag sug- 
gested Mrs. Roosevelt disguise. 
There were many others, course, 
but these will serve show how well 
the imaginations the pupils seized 
upon the subject. 

Similarly treated other students 
were the black market with patrons, 
law enforcement officers, proprietors 
and innocent bystanders characters, 
each definite individual Quisling 
stories involving the enemy, the trait- 
and the victims; stories hero- 
ism and escape Bataan which 
Filipinos often helped American sol- 
diers foil the Japanese. 

The same four subjects also offered 
non-fiction possibilities, 
students tried their hands poems 
Dunkirk Bataan. Indeed, 
there was subject the ten, which 
did not lend itself some form 
creative writing, whether exposition, 
description, editorial play. 

had come upon treasure trove 
material for classes. Each succes- 
sive quiz current subjects opened 
new field for creative writing. The 
best was that the subjects were 
alive and real. found that word 
like has infinite 
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ties and Maquis something con- 
jure with. 

Naturally, could not always live 
such exciting tempo. Some 
days the personal letter was writ- 
ten. The chief difficulty here seemed 
that beyond assurances regarding 
the health and welfare relatives and 
friends, and accounts major events 
and problems—if any—in the family 
circle, many pupils had little say. 

exercise found stimulating 
was this. Each pupil wrote about his 
intended correspondent slip 
paper and put box have 
brother the army Italy. 
twenty-four, engineer, and 
likes read. has been out the 
United States for eighteen months. 
What would like hear about and 
“My cousin gunner’s mate. 
rose that position quite quickly. 
good looking and likes sports. 
played basket ball high school. 
always called “the infant” be- 
cause the youngest family. 
What could like hear about and 
what want him tell 

Pupils drew slips not their own 
from the box and jotted down sugges- 
tions for the author the brief de- 
scription. Later both the descriptions 
and the answers the questions were 
read aloud and diseussed. The actual 
purpose this lesson was not solve 
anyone else’s letter writing problem 
directly, but rather demonstrate 
the class the variety subjects there 
were write about. pupil was 
bound use any suggestion made 
him. Instead could draw freely 
anything mentioned the class 
discussion. 


another each student 


brought with him class joke, 
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wise crack piece brand new 
slang. When these were read, the 
boys and girls took time out from 
laughter write down the ones they 
considered best for use future let- 
ters. Even trifling device this 
had the value making them take 
pleasure letter writing. 

have pupils bring V-Mail forms 
notepaper class when the lesson 
for the writing personal 
letter. Such stationery induces 
feeling informality white com- 
position paper never will. also 
gives the writer who able mail 
the letter the close school the next 
day, the pleasant feeling while 
writing that catching his 
correspondence and not merely satisfy- 
ing English teacher’s whims. 

plan 
have used number times with re- 
warding results series short 
themes, which some respects resem- 
bles diary. has least these two 
good effects. demands that pupils 
read magazines and newspapers, and 
makes them thoughtful concerning 
current events. 

call for usually when something 
national international interest 
taking place, Day, the appear- 
ance the V1, the Dunbarton Oaks 
Conference, the invasion Luzon. 
The first day pupils record “What 
Happening.” This simple report- 
ing what they have read. The next 
day they describe “The Reaction 
Home,” based their own personal 
observation. Then they analyze 
considering “What the Significance 
This theme followed another, 
summary “The Views The Press 
and the Radio.” round out the 
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week each pupil relates “What 
ested (or thrilled, saddened 
Events the Past Week.” 

The continuity such material and 
its immediacy holds the interest 
class, helps them become aware 
the changing world about them, and 
causes some students decide volum 
tarily keep diary the events 
their own time. 

Finally, should like make brief 
mention project from which 
well pupils have learned great 
deal. One pupils called 
humorously “The National Sweep 
stakes,” some respects very good 
title. 

begin with few general 
ments about our country, about the 
immigrants from all parts the world 
who came and shared its 
velopment and built its greatness. 
natural, agree, that the 
ents such men and women should 
have many ways 
interest the land their 

Everyone the class then 
foreign country from which 
one his ancestors came. 
delighted the variety the 
sponse. From dozen twenty 
ferent nations are 

Now our discussion becomes 
tle more challenging. “Has 
ask pupil Italian ancestry,” com 
tributed anything the benefit 
humanity?” Always the answer 
the affirmative. “What?” This 
quires more consideration, but 
quently some meager information 
given. The class enlarges the 
swer but only scratches the surface. 

round the class. “How 
Greece helped the world?’ “What 
does civilization owe Spain?” 
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“To Ireland?” “To Eng- 
pupils have consider- 
able information about the land 
their fathers; some have none and are 
paltry facts question evokes. 
boy descended from the Swedish peo- 
ple and you can’t tell why the 
world admires “Is possi- 
ble that you think Shakespeare the 
only great man England has pro- 
duced 

astonished but mild reproof 
secretly pleases the class. now, 
they are less interested their per- 
sonal dignity than the reputation 
the land their fathers which must 
not suffer their classmates’ eyes. 

With good will, they about their 
assignment 

“What Civilization Owes 

commonly assign the following 
subjects for written work during the 
next few weeks, each pupil continuing 
base his themes the country 
about which wrote the first in- 
stance. 

”? 

“How 
proved” 

This thought provoking theme. 
often involves comparison the 
government and customs the for- 
eign nation with our own. 

Even neutral nations have been af- 
fected the war, and many others 
have been theatres war that there 
dearth material. 


Could 


This may require some research 
history and geography. The com- 
mercial relations between the coun- 
tries sometimes rich 

“Traits and Characteristics 

Here opportunity for humor 
for serious and exceedingly pene- 
trating comment. 

not difficult enlarge this 
project beyond the scope these six 
topics. leaves both the instructor 
and the students enlightened about 
other nations and therefore more tol- 
erant and understanding toward all 
mankind. 

believe the preceding devices and 
others have added vitality the class 
writing. All the students, girls 
well boys, have seemed enjoy 
them. They prepare both for their 
future. Girls are eager prove 
wrong the estimate many returning 
veterans have made them, that al- 
though they are attractive and well- 
dressed, they are “immature, self- 
centered, and oblivious the fact that 
war going on.” The thoughtful 
teacher finds little moti- 
vating the work for girls well for 
boys. 

the whole, although the teacher 
creative writing who tries assist 
the Army its educational program 
may often find that his reach exceeds 
his grasp, will also discover that 
can touch new, exciting and ener- 
gizing material. theme noisy with 
the rataplan machine gun bullets 
not necessarily superior one teem- 
ing with the glories autumn 
sunset. But weleome change. 
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Creative Writing 


the Junior College 


Practical Girl Creative Writing 


EVERETT WOOD 
Head the English Department, Mt. Ida Junior College, 


Newton Center, Mass. 


instructor English com- 

position probably goon, 

character, jerk the pretty 
junior college freshman the sweat- 
shirt and dungarees. She see 
some reason for class instruction 
the writing business letters; but 
descriptive paragraph about gloomy 
room, exposition the ideal jun- 
ior college, even summary the 
ideas expressed the author one 
the serious essays her book 
the whacky side—but definitely! Per- 
haps she right. Very few 
students, administrators, composi- 
tion instructors themselves,—are en- 
tirely happy about English its pur- 
poses, its methods. Furthermore, 
she has just come English from 
stenography and would this partic- 
ular moment give her loafers have 
seat the back row where she might 
with some degree safety work out 
that last difficult problem the busi- 
ness math assignment which due 
the beginning the next hour. 

Does freshman surprise you? 
She may, because many people think 
the junior college dumbell’s 
Utopia for girls who just haven’t quite 
the intelligence for study the four 
year college, and who are preparing 


for eventual admission 
bridge circle furthering their 
cation country club atmosphere 
where there are plenty educational 
frills such art, and music, and 
creative writing. 
there music, but seems 
elected those who have already 
shown some talent and are anxious 
continue their lessons under 
tent instruction. There art, but the 
girls who are taking seem 
know what they are about. 
freshman, the way, taking 
though she isn’t messing around with 
oils; she more interested 
ing styles, because the skill which she 
hopes develop what she 
art may come 
handy she goes into 
ing.) There class, but 
its members not seem 
way bound; they are just having 
and, gaining little com 
fidence and poise. There is, 
little creative writing. The 
college miss can practical 
dungarees. She under 
writer, and she not disposed 
devote the hours time she knows 
creative writing requires just for the 
fun she may get out it. Most 
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ior college students, therefore, get 
writing the one place where 
ean forced upon fresh- 
man composition. 

Where does this leave the instructor 
freshman composition? leaves 
him corner, fighting off great 
many people one and the same time. 
With one arm fends off those who 
insist that freshman themes are not 
writing,—that creative writ- 
ing something far more ambitious: 
poems, plays, short stories. With his 
other arm wards off his more real- 
istic brethren who have decided that 
almost hopeless teach the fresh- 
man any more than the simple rules 
punctuation, the horribleness the 
dangling modifier, and the stupidity 
the error agreement. One foot 
pushing those his own faculty 
who see reason why all his time 
cannot spent teaching freshmen the 
method writing research 
papers for other departments. The 
other foot—don’t interrupt; never 
said was standing that corner; 
meant from the start that was 
flat his back—is aimed that 
freshman who resents taking hours 
write themes which have bearing 
what she expects her life 
work, and which are supposed once 
while written for the mere pur- 
pose entertaining. 

Because our freshman reasonably 
typical the junior college student, 
can see why elective course 
creative writing would listed 
few schedules. She one approxi- 
mately 160 registered her school. 
her college mates, have elected 
the course merchandising; another 
have chosen the secretarial 
large number, 56, have decided 
work which will enable them 


come medical secretaries medical 
assistants. Why she—in fact, why 
are all these girls—in the junior col- 
She there because its two 
year program offers opportunity 
prepare quickly for the sort work 
she wants do. Her school day 
surprisingly full, with almost every 
hour devoted studies which are 
practical preparation for career. 
Furthermore, convinced she seems 
that her country impatiently 
waiting for her take her place 
work these war years, she looks 
upon any course writing almost 
anachronism. the other hand, 
almost sixty her fellow students 
have chosen the liberal arts curricu- 
lum. From this group should come 
the story writers and the poets; but 
when one considers the comparatively 
small number students the four 
year colleges who evince interest 
advanced composition creative 
writing, the prospect for any large 
scale enthusiasm for creative writing 
the junior college appears dim in- 
deed. 

Nevertheless, the junior college stu- 
dent interested creative writing. 
write, the December issue the 
school’s quarterly magazine beside 
me. Its sketches, poems, book re- 
views, and accounts campus affairs 
—almost entirely the work few 
liberal arts students who are also in- 
terested journalism—are answer 
those feel that creative 
writing just does not have any place 
the junior college. seems 
that the calibre the writing 
least equal that similar maga- 
zine which helped edit several 
years ago liberal arts college. 
is, course, regrettable that only 
half dozen girls are responsible for all 
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this work. Still, here and there ap- 
pears the name contributor from 
the school large. More important, 
our disdainful writ- 
and enjoys it, thus in- 
dicating that she not entirely in- 
sensitive the imaginative and the 
creative. she only knew it, the day 
coming when the imaginative and 
the creative will cease something 
admired thos. would-be jour- 
nalists who produce magazine and 
will something which she her- 
self wants occasionally achieve; 
for when she gets the course 
Business English, which she longs 
substitute for freshman composition, 
she will find that her textbook will 
urge her eschew the trite and the 
ordinary business letters, and 
employ instead the original and the 
individual. Suddenly terrified, she 
will learn that she expected make 
least stab the imaginative 
sales and advertising letters. 

That creative writing has its com- 
pensations should pointed out, how- 
ever, our pretty but practical fresh 
man long before she begins chew her 
pencil and pray for the ideas and 
phrases that will into her first at- 
tempt sales letter. Perhaps 
will help her let her into the 
secret that creative writing not in- 
tended primarily develop poets, 
novelists, essayists, short story writ- 
ers, and that her instructor wastes but 
little time dreaming the reflected 
glory which going bask 
when one his former students sets 
the editors The Saturday Evening 
Post a-twitter with the short story 
the year. She should more 
startled learn this than she was 
learn that her stenography, her mer- 
chandising, her medical terminology, 
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her bookkeeping, her pathology 
not enable her step into the 
the New York store, the hospital 
laboratory and become 
the trusted advisor the business 
executive, the store manager, 
hospital superintendent. 

junior college instructors 
composition not expect 
writers, why, then, they bother with 
creative writing either for the student 
who wants two years practical traim 
ing, for her sister who, perhaps 
cause she has definite career 
mind, has drifted into the liberal 
both starry-eyed and standard. The 
instructor probably believes that any 
writing creative some stress 
placed upon the manner which 
freshman expresses herself. 
ably hopes that theme subjects 
permit his freshman give her 
pressions people and 
narrate her significant experiences, 
express her opinions, even 
sion create out her imagination 
characters and settings and 
will enliven the course composition 
and thus make more pleasant 
achievement the practical aims 
composition. hopes that constant 
practice writing will lead 
creased accuracy the mechanics 
writing. hopes that his 
will begin take certain 
proving sentence structure, thus 
veloping style that individual 
least that better than the 
that through the painstaking job 
revision his freshman will gain 
ther evidence that takes time 
idealist, hopes that through 
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ning and organizing material, his 
freshman will learn think. 
knows that his freshman, though she 
readily copies her classmates when 
they adopt dungarees the campus 
fashion, has imagination and individ- 
uality all her own. What most 
wants bring out that imagi- 
nation and individuality. 

Bernard DeVoto once wrote, while 
something pet about the ma- 
terialistic viewpoint the average 
college student, that college men would 
study anything could demon- 
strated that would help them be- 
come better salesmen. Well, neces- 
sary, let college teachers the so- 
their courses have practical value 
for the salesman—or the secretary— 
the buyer—or the medical 
ant. the realization that accuracy 
the writing, effective- 
ness expression, and ability or- 
ganize material are not sneered 
the office, the store, the hospital 
laboratory will make freshman 
look upon writing something other 
than waste her time, her composi- 
tion instructor should content. Per- 
and prove that the person with imagi- 
nation and individuality, the person 
with occasional flash inspiration, 
may become something more than 
automaton even this modern world 
assembly lines. 
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freshman will not easily con- 
that composition can all 
this for her. And her interests led 
her the right periodicals, she could 
return her struggle with the man 
the corner flanked powerful allies. 
Nevertheless the fact that composition 
has been and still required course 
almost every college proves that 
there universal faith the poten- 
tial value writing courses. That 
goodly number college freshmen 
not develop any amazing degree 
facility expressing themselves, 
that even vaster number not 
emerge June with minds imagi- 
nations perceptibly sharpened should 
summons renewed struggling 
rather than the final unanswerable 
argument for pounding the floor 
token surrender. far know, 
the English department not the only 
department which gives grades 
and More aggressiveness the 
part the man the corner every 
college campus order this day 
when there great temptation 
sneer the cultural, and disparage 
anything the practical value which 
the slightest doubt. And the 
junior college continues—as doubt 
will—its emphasis upon two-year 
practical courses, the man the cor- 
ner there had better struggle his 
feet and really begin swing. 
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Creative Writing Courses 
the Senior College 


Footnote 


HAROLD MELVIN 
Dean Students, One Time Head the English Department, 
Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts 


quietly, gradually, and with 
little fanfare have the courses 
creative writing come our col- 
lege liberal arts curriculum that 
only one who bothers little cata- 
logue research will appreciate the ex- 
tent which the courses have been ac- 
cepted and the variety forms they 
take. outgrowth originally the 
conventional courses composition 
(for freshmen and for upperclassmen, 
they have developed until now they 
offer diversified and highly technical 
training the craft writing from 
professional point view. 
course, everyone has heard rumors 
what was going on. The George 
Pierce Baker experiments teaching 
play writing Harvard 
Yale were the subject newspaper 
and magazine articles their day. 
Here and there great teacher com- 
position has become famous: for exam- 
ple, Dean Briggs and Profes- 
sor Charles Copeland were recog- 
nized for their influence the train- 
ing men who afterward established 
themselves writers. Yet 
doubtful many realized that within 
the college walls literature had ceased 
day and had become already promise 
for tomorrow. 


catalogues from well known New 
England institutions and another 
sixteen from colleges and 
other parts the nation 
nating. The reader struck first 
the number courses listed 
would come under the general classifi- 
cation creative writing and the 
wide range training offered 
them. partial list such courses 
may prove instructive: dramatic writ 
ing, play writing, short story writing, 
narrative writing, literary 
tion, directed writing, imaginative 
writing, free writing, verse writing, 
the writing poetry, conferences 
writing, essay writing, writing 
art, and advanced composition. 

Despite the broad gamut traim 
ing offered there are courses which 
include instruction scenario writing 
and the preparation radio seript 
both approach and purpose. 
courses are generally open only 
vanced students who have already 
shown definite aptitude for writing 
The number students ordinarily 
limited from ten twenty. The 
method teach craftsmanship 
through group discussions and 
dividual conferences. 
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The nature the courses indi- 
clearly the statements 
course content are read carefully. 
They are “for students seriously in- 
terested writing.” They often al- 
low “each student spend his time 
with the type finds most congenial.” 
They afford “study and practice the 
more imaginative aspects composi- 
tion.” They emphasize principles and 
technique “from the writer’s point 
view.” They stress the fact that the 
writing will done “under guid- 
ance.” Almost always the program 
the class includes “the reading, dis- 
cussion, and criticism papers writ- 
ten the students.” 

examination actual course 
however, will give 
truer picture the scope, aims, and 
methods these courses than can 
obtained from any generalization 
excerpts. The fol- 
lowing write-ups are reasonably repre- 
sentative 

Imaginative 
will expected write regularly, 
both and out class, choosing the 
short-story other forms according 
individual bent. Student manuscripts 
will discussed class illustrate 
principles style structure. 
Manuscripts will given further con- 
sideration individual conferences. 

Prerequisite: One the follow- 
ing: English 18; 22; 29; 30; 
other evidence interest and ability 
writing. Three semester hours. 
Hours arranged. 

Play Writing: 
for men who wish give themselves 
with guidance. Plays are planned 
and discussed class and confer- 
ences. Plays that merit production 
are presented the Experimental 


Theatre, which conducted con- 
nection with this course and the course 
play production. The rudiments 
and, far possible, are related 
the actual work done the course. 

Credit given according the 
merits the plays written. 

The Forms Poetry: Principles 
versification. Weekly exercises 
metrical pattern, detailed group criti- 
cism original poems, analysis 
models, the sources 
creative writing, and regular review- 
ing current books poetry. The 
class, limited ten upperclassmen ad- 
mitted instructor’s meets 
twice week round-table discussion. 

Textbook, directed reading, group 
attendance readings well-known 
poets, reports, individual criticism. 

Prerequisite: English 1-2. Three 
semester hours. Hours ar- 
ranged. 

There ordinarily certain dry- 
ness catalogue titles and course 
statements (the examples just pre- 
sented are, course, exceptions. 
From them uncritical reader might 
excusably leap the conclusion that 
courses creative writing smack too 
much the vocational belong 
curriculum devoted the humane 
tradition. This assumption, however, 
unwarranted. While procedures 
and techniques are indeed taught and 
well taught, there are courses richer 
and few rich the great liberal 
values. personal enrichment, for 
the deepening the appreciations, for 
the sharpening the critical facul- 
ties, for the development the powers 
self expression, for the cultivation 
the habit precision thought, 
the course creative writing unex- 
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Sir Francis Bacon his brief but 
pithy discussion the disciplines af- 
forded various studies says very 
truly that writing maketh exact 
man. Anyone who has set pen pa- 
per knows how easy put words 
down and how extremely difficult 
say exactly what means, or, in- 
deed, even discover what means. 
The ability think with exactitude 
and then express one’s thought ac- 
primary intellectual vir- 
tue the very best academic tradi- 
tion. 

These rewards thorough dis- 
cipline writing are not only for 
those students who success the 
field letters, they are equally for 
those who write thereafter but little 
not all. course pays larger 
more certain dividends those who 
make capital investment interest 
and effort. course longer 
more warmly remembered. 

one who has sat course 
creative writing whether short story 
writing, play writing, imaginative 
writing general will ever forget the 
pleasant and lively atmosphere, the 
long table, the interested faces, the 
spontaneous comment. Here the stu- 
dent may experience kind publi- 
cation. his manuscript read, 
may watch the reaction the listen- 
ers. hears their frank, friendly 
straightforward criticisms. Here the 
instructor presented the opportun- 
ity teaching principles 
niques while his students are under 
the stimulation unusually strong 
motivation learn. the class 
precept, example, and practice dis- 
covering what can done and what 
cannot done. 

When the hour over, the course, 
worth its salt, spills over onto 
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the campus. cannot confined 
terms bells classroom walls, 
Perhaps the picture too 
cally drawn, the advantages too 
urged. true that writing— 
even among the qualified (grade 
permission the instructor) many 
are called but few are chosen. The 
students today writing one act plays 
short stories tomorrw will become 
doctors, lawyers, business men, social 
workers, diplomats, ministers, and 
brokers, anything but writers. Most 
them are aware this. Only 
few, very few will attempt make 
their livelihoods the skills they 
have learned the writing course, 


must granted further that 
techniques are not enough. There are 
unteachable elements and these 
the first importance composition, 
Craftsmanship can developed but 
the gift observation which 
picks out the essential from the non- 
essential, the understanding that pene 
trates into the hearts men, the 
magic power over words bring forth 
the semblance life the printed 
page, all these must born 
talent can developed the 
room: cannot created there. Yet 
man ever attempted, matter 
how humble way, put his ideas 
upon paper without being enriched 
the effort. only one per cent 
the small number who are admitted 
the “advanced courses composition” 
realize their ambition living the 
pen, the effort has not been wasted. 
The ninety and nine, safe the fold 
less precarious occupations, will not 
regret their adventures 
writing feel that the time and 
energy spent has gone unrewarded. 


well for and for the nation 
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that our liberal arts colleges provide 
generously creative opportunity 
this nature for those their stu- 
dents who may profit it. 
new departure but steady growth 
from what has long been done. Our 
colleges have always made the high 
spirit man their chief concern. The 
creative impulse the noblest expres- 
sion that spirit and the rarest gift 
that man possesses, for, its exercise, 
most himself and nearest what 


ought be. is, therefore, the 
best campus tradition that our colleges 
should hold out him who 
would write. worthwhile train 
thousand thereby one true talent 
helped. The evidence 
lating that the gesture has not been 
vain. The list worthy craftsmen 
who have served their apprenticeships 
writing courses already im- 
pressive one. will grow longer 
the years by. 


“There new poetry but the new poet carry the 


flame further (and not new poet) comes with 
new note. And that new note that troubles the critical 


waters.” 


—Thomas Hardy 
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Creative Writing for the Blind 


‘By JESSIE WHITNEY MAYSHARK 
Instructor, Perkins Institute for the Blind, 
Watertown, Massachusetts 


nothing more could said 

creative writing for the blind than 

that provides constructive em- 
ployment and comfort for otherwise 
empty hours, that alone would justify 
naming art which the blind 
may engage, not distinguish them- 
selves. 

There within most in- 
definable something which calls for 
self-expression. the seeing there 
are countless channels into which this 
force may directed. But 
for the blind many most 
these courses are indisputably closed. 
Creative writing direction which 
this force may take. may that 
this creative energy will result only 
tiny stream which the creator may 
refresh his own spirits and soul, but 
there always the possibility that 
may broaden and deepen and eventual- 
become river which shall water 
thirsty land. The writer may always 
hope that this will so. 

Writing may absorbing in- 
terest which makes the life blind 
person significant, first, himself and 
second, others. Several years ago 
little girl, Eleanor Gertrude Brown, 
entered the Ohio State School for the 
Blind. She had very little vision 
when she came the school, and this 
little gradually decreased until, the 
age eleven, she had sight all. 
Added the handicap blindness, 
she was sickly child, times almost 


paralyzed from attacks St. 
dance. 

When Eleanor was about eleven she 
became interested contest spon- 
sored Columbus (Ohio) newspa- 
per, which offered prize two 
lars for the best short story written 
child under twelve. en- 
tered the contest and won the 
Her picture appeared the paper 
with account her life the 
school. This taste accomplishment 
and recognition changed shy, 
ing child into person who believed 
herself and who resolved build 
upon this first 

After her graduation from the 
School for the Blind, Eleanor worked 
box factory earn money for the 
State University. was not easy 
persuading the University accept 
her; was not easy worrying through 
insufficient funds and with poor 
health but Eleanor managed. Her 
graduation from the University over, 
Eleanor was accepted teacher 
history and languages one the 
Dayton high schools not, however, 
without much misgiving the part 
the school authorities. Here, 
addition the difficulties 
all teachers, she was confronted with 
the further problem proving, 
more than ordinary success, that 
blind person was capable the work 
which had been entrusted her. 

Again the path was not easy 
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the account her experiences the 
matter school discipline, mechanics 
teaching, domestic life epic 
courage, but she surmounted every 
difficulty and then reached for the 
next rung the ladder success, 
which was Master’s degree from Co- 
lumbia. This accomplished, she looked 
toward the degree Doctor Philos- 
ophy, selecting the subject her 
thesis, Blindness.” The un- 
derstanding and sympathy which Miss 
Brown was able bring this task, 
coupled with the thoroughness her 
research and labor, resulted vol- 
ume which won enthusiastic recogni- 
tion from Milton scholars, not only for 
her ability but for her achievement 
well. But her contribution litera- 
ture, substantial though is, cannot 
equal the blessing Miss Brown’s 
own life this happy outlet for her 
creative energy. 

more than few cases the writ- 
ings the blind have been source 
inspiration from which the seeing, 
well other blind persons, may 
take courage battle valiantly, 
toriously, against odds that first 
seem unbearable. challenge 
despair and compliance with failure, 
one should read, Begin Again,” 
Alice Quite charmingly and 
with many touches humor, Mrs. 
Bretz tells how she took the busi- 
ness living after two staggering 
had befallen her sudden 
blindness adult life and shortly af- 
terward the loss devoted husband. 
The reader admires the ingenuity with 
which she met situations which the 
average person might seem inconse- 
quential, but the blind present vital 
problems. Determining the most effi- 
cient way applying toothpaste 
the brush! Inventing system for 


timing the proces. toast-making! 
Capturing elusive cake coap 
the bathtub? Other and more com- 
plex problems demanded solutions, 
too. How shopping, 
tended! dine alone res- 
taurant! How entertain friends 
for tea without maid service! 

The reader Begin Again” 
feels that Mrs. Bretz, spite her 
tragic misfortune, has held fast 
through all her sense humor 
and that other precious faculty 
the ability enjoy life; she has main- 
tained her dignity, her graciousness, 
and her zest for living the face 
one the greatest afflictions which 
can overtake man and leave him with 
the obligation still carrying on. 
One closes the book with this thought: 
like know Alice Bretz! 

That she enjoyed writing this book 
“the time spent the book was pleas- 
ant. has been diversion along 
rough road.” 

Others among the blind have writ- 
ten inspiring accounts their mas- 
tery over darkness. Hanks, 
distantly related Abraham Lincoln’s 
mother, little book “Up 
from the Hills,” tells the mine ex- 
plosion which left him sightless and 
with both arms gone. How learned 
dress and feed himself, how went 
college, and later earned living 
lecturing inspiriting read. 

the morning August 12, 
1893, Clarence Hawkes was boy 
fourteen, intensely interested all 
phases outdoor life and active, 
spite previous injury his foot, 
which had resulted its amputation. 
the eve that day was lying 
bed, tortured with pain, his eyes band- 
aged; consequence hunting ac- 


4 
i 
& 
| 
j 
4 
4 
3 
& 
j 


4 


360 EDUCATION FOR 


cident from which total blindness 
finally resulted. 

his autobiography, “Hitting the 
Dark Trail,” Mr. Hawkes says, 
that have accomplished infinitely 
more because what befell 
that terrible day not doubt.” 
referring the many volumes 
animal and nature stories which 
has written during his long lifetime. 
Out the experiences his own 
youth has fashioned such tales as, 
“Shaggy Coat,” Master Friskey,” and 
“The Trail the Woods,” for other 
boys and girls. And doing 
must have recaptured some the joy 
and thrill those earlier days, 
must have rekindled some those old, 
happy memories his heart. 

Like the quality mercy, creative 
writing twice blest; may 
him who writes him who reads. 
Milton some mute, inglorious verse 
maker would seem that the bene- 
fit him who writes must greater 
than him who reads. 

claim that writing pastime 
which the blind may turn easily and 
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will would absurd. Like 
thing else they do, demands them 
greater powers memory, concentra- 
tion, and orderliness than required 
the seeing. The mere 
writing present problems. 
must some dependence upon see 
ing friend, companion. Such 
tions as: Does typewriter ribbon 
need changing? must asked now 
and then from person with sight 
Miss Brown, when work 
ton’s Blindness,” came one time 
the point despair over the confusion 
her notes. From Mrs. Bretz’s book 
have idea the infinite 
patience with which she and friend 
went over her manuscript, sentence 
sentence, striving for better 
tion, more appropriate words and 
phrases; all these changes Mrs. 
would keep mind, reorganizing her 
material again and again until was 
finally her liking. 

There slogan which many 
the blind adopt “Others have done 
it; can it, too.” with 
writing. Many have already tried 
and succeeded. The path wide for 
others follow. 
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Creative Writing for Adults 


TRENTWELL MASON WHITE 
Lecturer Creative Writing, Massachusetts University 
Extension Division 


CCORDING the latest esti- 

mates, between three and four 

million American adults are cur- 
rently studying writing college 
state university extension, 
correspondence, with private, com- 
mercial instructors. Both the num- 
ber and registration writing courses 
have increased steadily every year 
since 1921 evidence the con- 
stantly growing appeal this most 
fascinating and also most discour- 
aging) subject the adult-education 

The courses generally available fall 
into three groups: (1) composition 
writing, (2) writing for self-expres- 
sion, and (3) writing sell. 
need not concern ourselves here with 
the composition writing course. 
academic, standardized, and makes 
little pretence doing anything more 
than hammering away unity, coher- 
ence, and emphasis, along with provid- 
ing reading list for “enrichment.” 
Thus stated, sounds dull. Well, 
dull. Ordinarily, never taken 
except those who need college 
able whip letter brief re- 
port something and make read- 
able. 

Writing for how- 
ever, quite different affair. 
started out originally, many years ago, 
special, advanced-composition 
course which, assuming mastery 


the rules formal composition plus 
knowledge the various forms 
prose and poetry, offered its students 
the opportunity fashion material 
their own based upon conventional 
models. This course, was con- 
conceived those days, became logi- 
cal spring-board into the third divi- 
sion, writing-to-sell the most 
orous, today, the three. 
worthwhile idea was eventually ruined 
crack-pot innovators ‘who have re- 
duced absurdity. Now, more than 
two-thirds all such courses are 
splendid examples time-wasting, 
futile activity for which word was 
coined the early days the 
Roosevelt Administration “Boon- 
doggling.” 

Let explain this. the “self- 
expression” courses are present 
given, they make much encouraging 
their students let themselves 
without regard either the academic 
the professional rules writing. 
The instructors are given under- 
stand that whatever created the 
students not criticized since 
criticism blasts the tender creative 
bud. And apparently these teachers 
are also warned not give any sort 
instruction: seems that that, too, 
destroys something beautiful souls 
about burst into bloom. Having 
visiting number such classes and 
having checked the methods 
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many others across the country, 
arrived the conclusion that the 
pedagogy involved conducting 
courses writing for self-expression 
follows: (1) urging all the 
students get acquainted with one 
another and form lovely friendships 
and dutch-treat clubs; (2) fostering 
much personal— and 
revelation the part the students 
(3) becoming hysterically ecstatic 
over the materials created the stu- 
dents quality and intelligibility be- 
ing never-mentioned criteria; and (4) 
permitting this foolish and fulsome 
praise interpreted tantamount 
approval professional editors 
and publishers. 

Since most education are 
still agreed that the fundamental pur- 
pose writing communication, and 
since large share the work the 
self-expression writers defies compre- 
hension (unless Dali the Da-Da 
school the Parisian pre-surrealists 
1917 can explain it), strikes 
that this particular course fast re- 
turning portion our citizenry 
troglodyte days and pictographs, and 
that something should done about 
it. sure, psychologists tell 
that there are thousands sensitive 
souls who need precisely this kind 
chance escape from reality into 
never-never land their own form- 
less, meaningless hoopla; where the 
always right, and Polly- 
anna made look like the bitterest 
cynics. But this education and 
does have anything with crea- 
tive writing! 

The writing for publica- 
tion far the most satisfying 
the three. nearly always inter- 
esting, specific, and not infrequently 
financially remunerative its stu- 
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structors who are themselves published 
authors else the 
query from the students: “Have you 
proved the soundness this 
tion writing and selling?’ 
the course tends one the most 
professional offered extension 
sions. interest stems from its 
aliveness, its analysis manuseript 
markets and editorial yeas and nays, 
its glamorous possibilities, and its 
finite variety. Most its soures 
books are practical and inspirational, 
and, more than any other type 
course, the opportunity test the sue 
cess the instruction, incontfoverti- 
bly, submitting material the final 
professional authority the 
available any student who has 
the postage. Naturally, the matter 
making money out writing 
secret ambition millions. seems 
ate, And, happily enough, 
students the writing-to-sell courses 
million dollars worth 
manuscript material annually. What 
other extension course, either lecture 
correspondence, can present 
equal record achievement? its 
sors ask smugly. 

But all not beer and skittles 
this course despite the foregoing. Sev- 
eral difficulties are obvious more 
than few hundreds classes 
meeting weekly from coast coast 
First off, most the classes need 
striction registration and 
requirements they tend too large 
for the sort personal attention the 
instructor should give earnest students 
who are willing give many hours 
genuinely creative activity; also 
weeding-out process would help 
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those who need the preparation 
the composition course, both for the 
rules formal writing well for 
the limber-up exercise theme writing 
provides. Next, number writing- 
to-sell instructors are sentimental. 
They tend encourage eager but thor- 
oughly undevelopable would-be writers 
just because these permanent amateurs 
work hard and are appealingly en- 
thusiastic. Only the hard-boiled in- 
structor can give honest values this 
course; too many are soft-hearted and 
are under the impression that they are 
teaching self-expression. Again, the 
instructors too often depend entirely 
upon their own talents and not call 
the readily available services 
nearby editors, authors, and critics 
who are usually generous with their 
time and advice and add measurably 


the value and color the classes. 
Finally, large share the instruc- 
tors not keep regularly up-to-date 
their critical and market informa- 
tion because they grow lazy and, like 
the average college lecturer come 
use their notes unchanged year after 
year until challenged some bright 
student who has recently checked 
what being bought and why. 

But for all these complaints, the 
writing-to-sell course represents one 
the most significant and sensible the 
almost innumerable 
opportunities, and its techniques and, 
above all, its results are well-deserving 
more than casual examination 
educators who seek understand what 
the word “creative” really means when 
applied, not the literary but the 
literate world. 


“If the young contributor finds that has delight the 


thing has attempted, may very well give up, for one 


else will delight it. But need not give once; per- 


haps his mood bad; let him wait for better, and try again.” 


Dean Howells 
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Education Scans 
Post-War Horizons 


WALTER LUDEMAN 
Dean, Southern State Normal School 
1944 President, Dakota Education Association 
Springfield, South Dakota 


schools America are eval- 

uating their programs prepara- 

tion for the demands Post- 
War era. Teachers all states are 
looking ahead new vistas antici- 
pation. The 1944 theme the South 
Dakota Education is— 
“South Dakota Schools Prepare for 
Changing World.” 

Education has been the surging 
force which has made America the 
emblematic example the Democra- 
Way Life. Without there 
ernment the people successful 
experiment. 


Education Must Progress 


However, this time rest 
laurels already achieved. Education 
evolution just life and con- 
vention move along changed levels. 
Someone recently 
always enroute.” That has never 
been more true than today. The fact 
that education has brought the 
today more reason argue that 
must carry the tomorrow. 


Wartime Sifts Out Weaknesses 
Over three years war have un- 
covered weaknesses the patterns for 


training youth the schools Amer- 
ica. Strengths have also been evi- 


dent huge percentage—yet, weak- 
nesses loom the basis change, 

Soft Education. Many leaders 
now agree that the modern process 
making school too easy has 
ranged.” Interest education still 
basic learning but boys and girls 
need some careful controls. 

Defective 
wide tests Army and Navy point 
illiterates, men who know little 
arithmetic, geography, and not enough 
English take military 
All this America! 

Disciplined Minds Few.—The war 
effort, both service and industry, 
has found thousands leaders, but 
repeatedly comes the criticism that 
youth today lacks discipline. The 
its final solution too often 

Guidance Neglected.—Helping chil- 
dren make choices has been left too 
much the haphazard whims home 
influence and other sources rather than 
planned organization 
guidance. This should started 
lower elementary and run through 
high school and college. Only this 
way can misfits professions and 
cations reduced. 


Ahead For Schools 


this educational journey-what 
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olution. Schools have never changed 
departures are dan- 
gerous. The post-war time will see 
ministrative procedures. 

Yet there will new stresses and 
emphasis. Some these will be: 


Physical Education and 
Forty percent men unfit for mili- 
tary service has awakened America 
the problem right living. These 
habits are fixed home but education- 
training charts the way. There 
will much done this. 


post-war years will 
witness the greatest era science. 
The new complex world will constant- 
asking about the why things. 
That’s science. live scientific 
age, people must understand science. 
Schools again will have new empha- 
sis—more science from first grade 
through school life— never too much 
this live tomorrow’s world. 

Social Sciences. These subjects 
teach human understanding and co- 
operation. The world needs more 
this brotherhood ideal. Education 
will get the assignment. Improved 
appreciation national ideals through 
better history teaching; reorganized 
programs geography instruction 
global basis: thorough study social 
institutions such home, church, 
press, and others. Only through com- 
plete analysis these forces can there 
come human understanding and last- 
ing peace earth. 

Avocational Training. Post-war 
days will witness return leisure 
time not evident hectic, hustling 
days war. Schools must not forget 
cultural instruction, hobbies, travel, 
and other worthy uses the leisure 
hours people. 


Education—Business and Way Life 

The hard-headed business man who 
once frowned upon schools neces- 
sary evil and major source tax lev- 
ies, has come now realize that edu- 
cation and business really hand-in- 
hand. The standard living any 
education. can high low ac- 
cordingly. 

Schools not only create learning 
power but result there also 
yearning power. 

This yearning power creates desires 
for the better things the life. These 
desires establish market for goods 
and business operates and prospers 
that basis. 

The post-war period must fight 
against declining national income 
and eventual economic crash. This 
can prevented only close coopera- 
tioa between production goods and 
desire for goods. Schools can assist 
maintaining that cooperation. 


School Costs Pay Dividends 


The annual bill for education 
America has been about two billion 
dollars. This less than two percent 
the national income this past 
year. Some people sigh doubtfully 
about large school costs but take for 
granted the expenditure six billions 
for alcoholic liquors, two billions for 
tobacco, and other luxury spending. 
vital our national existence. 

Educational costs will need in- 
creased post-war times solve the 
alarming problem teacher shortage. 
Since Pearl Harbor nearly 200,000 
teachers have quit teaching mostly 
take other work which pays more: 
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This condition must not Teach- 
ers must quality people, and the 
best can recruited into the profes- 
sion and kept there only when top 
salaries are paid. High teachers sal- 
aries pay dividends American life. 
People want the best they seek 
doctor treat health defects, and the 
best when they seek lawyer legal 
entanglements. This country must 
velop complex that the best none 
too good for teaching the boys and 
girls this nation. This means more 
money, not less. There economy 
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for dynamic democracy having 
cheap teachers. 

The challenge for education 
ahead. Sehool leaders are preparing 
for it. America awakened with 
educational consciousness that not 
been witnessed since the days 
ace Mann. fullest cooperation 
tween teachers, patrons, business en- 
terprises and the general public—the 
great free system public school edu- 
cation will continue great moy- 
ing force the beckoning days after 
this war. 


“Using the word education its broad sense the whole 


the influences which tend shape the ideas and activities 


people obvious that environment that predisposes the 


masses obsessive response the problems living envir- 
Ralph Borsodi 


onment which mis-educates 


Glimpses That Make 


Less Forlorn 


FAY HARTMAN NEWLAND 
New Bedford, Mass. 


UDDENLY, inexorably, the war 

high school. Gone 

forever are the cloistered halls 
learning, the lovely towers ivory, 
the sweet solace complacency. 
Teachers and students are last step- 
ping time the vast regimentation 
power. least the pupils are 
“stepping,” and disastrous the day 
for the poor pedagogue who does not 
keep abreast. Many men teachers have 
gone into actual military training, 
and many women are serving de- 
fence plants, but there are thousands 
other loyal and souls who 
still must hold the forts education 
these difficult days democracy’s 
testing. 

The most obvious instrusion war 
the way stirring incitation 
whooperee. normal times cer- 
tain amount shouting and singing 
and boosting accepted proper out- 
let for adolescent enthusiasm. When 
reined its proper proportion and 
setting, decoration and not 
detriment the high school. But 
what has happened? There are speech- 
es, songs, yells, slogan contests, post- 
ers, veritable influx demand 
stunning uniform and with 
gaily painted trappings urging the 
pupils “forget all” their effort 
help win the war. “Buy stamp 
week. Save your pennies. Turn 
your pennies. Step your cans. 


Collect your rubber. Pick your 
bed (if metal) and walk the nearest 
salvage depot.” There are even junk 
piles the schools. Boys and girls 
forget their books lug endless lumps 
iron swell the shapeless mounds 
looming the corners gymnasiums. 
Home rooms are decorated with boxes 
for everything from old keys worn 
out bathing caps. 

Miss Bryant, teacher senior Eng- 
lish New Worthing’s big high 
school, contemplates these things 
she sits the auditorium one the 
Friday morning assembly periods. 
Half the student body there with 
her, the other half listen over the 
radio system from their home rooms. 
Major So-and-so from nearby camp 
has just been talking. told 
few jokes, complimented the school 
its fine band, told number breath 
taking war stories, murdered several 
rules English, and now march- 
ing across the platform 
Several thousand children are spliting 
her ears with their applause. 
Major, and looks the part, and they 
know they will have shorter periods 
they can lengthen their assembly. Un- 
accountable, lovable children. “They 
are only spoofing now,” Miss Bryant 
thinks, “Lucky the Major doesn’t 
know it. But hour ago they were 
deadly earnest they stood salute 
Old Glory and raise their clear young 
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voices the unreachables the Star 
Spangled Banner.” Miss Bryant never 
can join in, for she alway busy with 
the shivers along her spine and the 
lump her throat. 

moment they are tumbling over 
each other reach their home rooms. 
Now all these “instrusions” are neces- 
sary war times, but they are 
sense necessary “evils,” that is, from 
the standpoint learning, culture, 
poise, perpective and all the other nice 
educational things conscientious and 
well prepared teacher has always tried 
inspire her cireumambiant citi- 
zenry. Miss Bryant wonders how she 
can “give her all” both “efforts” 

Then the first period begins. 


been twenty minutes. The 


work days behind schedule because 
the recent week off for rationing, 
but Miss Bryant approaches the lesson 
with courage. The subject William 
Cowper, delicate, shy; and few 
his poems the Golden Treasury 
British Verse. only hadn’t been 
that poet after the booming Major 
the auditorium. How can she make 
the transition? Well, she will try. 
may not successful, but patriotism 
Yes, there was the matter The 
Royal George. And what would 
modern psychiatrist with case 
like Cowper? What doing with 
the shell-shocked 
minds today? Perhaps her pupils 
will not quite “forget the 
Major had hoped they would. 

There goes the bell. Thirty senior 
boys and girls migrate the next 
class room. Somebody drops pile 
books. William looks tragic 
Cowper himself gathers them to- 
gether. Miss Bryant 
strange look his school books. They 
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are overlaid with old covers Esquire 
Magazine. The knobby features 
the little old gnome-man grin from 
among the literary debris. strange 
paradox,” she contemplates, must 
get better acquainted with William 
and find out what bothering 
She grateful for the book covers, 
There point approach. The 
little Esquire gnome-man will lead her 
William’s pet torture. It’s the war 
again, she sure. 

The next period has started. The 
youngsters are still restless. All these 
departures from routine make 
rooms less important boys and girls, 
just that all the little 
tricities and unsettled oddities grow 
sharper edges this atmosphere 
world They need peace times 
for polishing. Will these children ever 
grow normal under the stress and not 
become fanatics too deeply etched 
the time over? Miss Bryant wan- 
ders down the aisle. She sees note 
book, all things, history note 
book with “Sugarpuss” large 
gold letters across the top. She will 
not worry about Rose. the girl has 
that kind safety valve from the tor- 
ments the study past wars, she 
will weather the present one. But 
next her sits solemn eyed Helen. 
Distress lines are becoming too perma- 
nent her young face. She believes 
she has found “salvation,” but what 
she needs relaxation and release 
fun. Every book her big pile bears 
the legend “Jesus Saves.” Helen 
not ashamed carry them 
She hopes everyone will read this 
strange thing and ask her why she 
it. Then she can tell them; 
she can help “save” her classmates. 
She has grown another army, 
one which seems pitifully hidden and 
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these days huge mobiliza- 
tion, the little Salvation Army. Helen 
needs help too, unusual problem for 
her teacher handle. 

This class Laboratory Eng- 
lish. Each pupil has settled down 
work his composition, his “master 
piece” for the week. Miss Bryant 
knows that, although each paper 
based upon some phase the chap- 
ter the text, somehow other most 
them will war. she 
ask them write subjects close and 
intimate Well, war. Their 
fathers were the last war Their 
brothers and friends are getting into 
this one. They are all thinking this 
week’s headlines that brought the 
tragic news local boy downed 
the tormented weather the Aleu- 
tians. His young wife, with her new 
baby, her white hospital 
room. Gerald’s dad was home for 
twenty-four hours between transports 
the Arctic and North Africa, 
Gerald was absent yesterday. was 
all night too. But here to- 
day. Miss Bryant cannot wait 
read his paper. will first hand 
account submarines and rescues 
sea from the point view the as- 
sistant butcher transport and re- 
told Gerald. 

Suddenly the door opens, and 
trips young damsel, 1943 model, 
with the daily notices. Every eye 
leaves its page and takes every de- 
tail from bobby bows bare legs. 
Miss Bryant takes all too, and 
wonders little the capital war 
cold longer private affair, and 
wounded athlete lists further the 
winds admiration. Why must these 
gay “gals” exaggerate their emanicpa- 
tion and sail.down the corridors with 


their bright sweatered bosoms breast- 
ing the times for all the world like the 
figure heads prows old whaling 
ships. “Live for today. There may 
tomorrow.” How like the last 
war and the one before that. “The 
world too much with us” pops into 
Miss Bryant’s mind. “But there 
another day coming. There must be. 
must show them that. must 
not ‘lay waste our powers.’ That will 
new way think Wordsworth 
with seniors next week. What are 
the glimpses that will make ‘less 
forlorn’ 

Two comes last. Fa- 
tigued with the pressure, interest, ab- 
sorbing problems one hundred fifty 
pupils during her five classes, Miss 
Bryant sits her desk gather the 
threads the day into some sort 
pattern. She interrupted 
former pupils coming 
say goodbye. Most the boys 
are uniform. She delighted 
see them. sat right there when 
was your class,” says Stratis. 
headed out over the Pacific. has 
leave his parents, his newly found 
girl, his ambition behind. “By the 
way, I’ve just bought ring for Judie. 
Would you like see it?” “This 
surely honor,” says Miss Bryant, 
“to see the ring before Judie does.” 
Stratis fumbles his and pulls 
out paper bag, gay white box, and, 
there the center, shining little dia- 
mond. Stratis shining too. “We’ve 
got get the war over with,” says. 
“Are you going marry Judie before 
you “Marry her, no. shall 
not leave behind any responsibility for 
her bear alone.” “What old 
head Stratis,” thinks Miss Bryant, 
“and wise, unselfish one. War has 


a 
i 
f 
§ 
| 


370 


given him more than his twenty years 
already.” 

home Miss Bryant looks her 
mail. How the letters have been com- 
ing these days. Another card from 
Clarence Miami. Clarence, who 
had been such naughty boy class. 
wouldn’t his lessons time, 
and now, “Here am, Miss Bryant, 
learning soldier. Your star 
pupil, Clarence.” Yes, her star pupil, 
and the star service flag. And 
Albert again card from Texas. 
“T’ve taken first solo flight. Wish- 
ing you years teaching, Albert.” 
“Wishing years teaching. What 
sentiment, but ‘it’s all right. 
must think I’m good Miss 
Bryant smiles she remembers 
bert. She couldn’t get him once 
see the pattern book poem 
paper, but now, his first solo flight. 
There must have been pattern all 
right, miles map under him, 
and had thought her. “We 
never know. school lessons 
have helped even war.” here 
long letter from Margaret. Mar- 
garet nurse now, her ambition ful- 
filled, waiting sail for oversea duty. 
Miss Bryant sees little girl with 
red hair ribbon, chewing pencil 
the agonies composition. Margaret, 
who never could think anything 
write about. Now there purpose 
and spare. There was chewing 
pencils when she wrote this letter. 

Yes, the war has suddenly, inexor- 
ably, come school. With all its 
blinding fury has absorbed the 
riculum, upset the routine, juggled 
our boys and girls its great mail 
fists. The manifestations and symp- 
toms are annoying 
Senior high school boys are only 
the edge manhood. Their slender 
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bodies, their quick minds and 
must into the “war effort,” but they 
are heart only children. the 
Miss Bryants all the high schools 
our country know this. These 
and girls respond the Glory and the 
Honor with glow that rivals the flag 
itself. Their very eagerness rush 
into danger one the gifts their 
youth. 

There never was greater challenge 
teacher than this. Miss Bryant 
only one the thousands who must 
“stay home.” These 
“officers” have battlefield their 
own. Their training the young 
pre-soldiers must tempered with 
sympathy and tact and understanding 
would give the military second 
thought. Their subject matter must 
made modern manual living, 
The Poetry? Yes, but with 
different stress and connection. 
let’s melancholia grown for war 
time psychology; Macbeth, come into 
its own again when stripped its 
mediaeval trappings; Shelley, right 
home kicking over the traces, and then 
pausing listen the skylark; 
Wordsworth, poking daisies and daffo- 
dils them instead “daggers.” 

Miss Bryant must give her classes 
not only the past and present, but 
legacy for the future. She must teach 
constructively. “You are coming 
back.” she must say. “What then?” 
not easy build war times. 
Hatred there, but how about 
operation? Idealism 
through the armor 
Who ever heard idealism war 
time? Miss Bryant has. Every real 
teacher has. William and Helen 
and Rose and Gerald must gain new 
outlook, they must learn preserve 
old, normal perspective abnor 
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mal times. Miss Bryant happens 
teacher senior English. Some- 
times she has envied the mathematics 
and science teachers these days. 
looks though they have all “the 
haps there different kind 
“break” literature. Miss Bryant 
will try find essay and article, 
story and poetry, the inspiration and 
the purpose help her youngsters 
make normal recovery from war 
wounded world one peace. 

And the new peace will differ- 
ent one. Not the peace stagnation 
armed compulsion, but the peace 
unfettered progress. School will 
never the same again. Gone are 
the ivory towers and the solace 
complacency. What the exact pat- 
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tern peace will one can tell, 
but there must planning, construc- 
tive planning, even now. Seniors are 
not too young take their part and 
express their budding views forum 
and debate. They will never feel the 
importance their small contribu- 
tions more than now. And literature 
can provide stimulation and inspira- 
tion these plastic minds that are 
even now catching vision new 
peace that shall pass understanding. 
This evening Miss Bryant pre- 
paring for bed, she writes this entry 
her diary. She doesn’t quite know 
why the thoughts flow off her pen 
rhythm, but there are the words shin- 
ing her from the white page 
the little book that holds her life. 


Today when inattention stalks the aisles, 

When dreams hold stagnant pools dreamers’ eyes, 

And fixed adolescent lips are smiles 

Whose crescents hold their thoughts when laughter dies, 


know lay aside the dusty books; 
Shakespeare and Milton for the time retreat, 
For there other challenge these looks, 
Something magnificent for greet. 


Learning, ambition, wait upon this day, 

When youth has caught the still and distant dream. 
This moment its awful war array 

Has lifted school into the realm supreme. 


all girls the voice healing sings, 
While every eager boy wearing wings. 
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Can Win Battle 
for Decent English 


LOUIS GOLDMAN 
Central Commercial Technical High School 
Newark, New Jersey 


HEN the first Japanese bombs 
fell upon Pearl Harbor, they 
not only involved the United 
States the global war but serious- 
disrupted our whole calm way 


life. Particularly was this disor- 


schools, where the adolescents were 
stimulated fierce and enthusiastic 
patriotism which filled them with 
desire for That was extreme- 
admirable. But when the induc- 
tion our young men into the armed 
services created dangerous gaps our 
industrial front; then the problem 
faced replacing these workers 
with boys and girls from our high 
schools part time. who 
were not subject replaced 
the men service and urged their 
places factories and mills pro- 
duce for victory. The Fascists had 
disturbed hornet’s nest. The reper- 
cussions have far proved almost 
fatal for totalitarianism. But the re- 
sults the total mobilization are be- 
ginning felt our secondary 
schools. 

Decent, respectable, simple English 
met with disaster the turmoil that 
has been created this war. Our 
impressionable youngsters have come 
into contact with adult labor. Unfor- 
tunately all adults not realize nor 
are they conscious their responsibil- 


ity the youth our land. They 
not set the best examples for youth 
imitate; and youth its eagerness 
eated readily apes the language and 
manners these unthinking adults, 
Our boys and girls avidly seize upon 
this new vocabulary composed the 
filthiest words the language which 
they use with frequency that 
tonishing. They shed the little decent 
English they have learned 
with unusual rapidity. 

The problem before who try 
arouse desire our pupils use 
spectable English all times becomes 
almost insurmountable. These adole 
scents have suddenly discovered that 
not prime requisite speak sim- 
ple, clear English order earn 
money, and many cases, much more 
than the teachers who teach them, 
earn. They have discovered that 
not necessary for them know any- 
thing about the fine literature that has 
been produced, because their fellow 
workers who never had their oppor 
tunities for education are total 
ignorance this literature. 

Urging them appreciate the 
tural values literature leisure 
time activity, produces derisive laugh- 
them. They find much more 
excitement gambling with dice with 
adult fellow co-workers. Easy money 
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has blinded them the lasting values 
education and has made them im- 
pervious the exhortation their 
teachers prepare themselves for use- 
ful citizenship post-war world 
that promises much. 

How can we, English teachers, ap- 
proach this problem effectively and 
means and methods combat 
this undesirable influence. Here 
experience may cited the writer 
who has been endeavoring his 
part the war effort working part 
time defense plant where large 
number high school boys and girls 
are employed. criticized one 
the boys for using vile language and 
was answered with the usual derisive 
remarks and laughter. But then the 
writer asked the boy, who, the way, 
senior high school; whether 
intended marry and have children 
his own. Upon receiving af- 
firmative answer, asked the boy 
whether would want his son use 
the same language was using. 
The boy was noticeably taken aback. 
About two hours later, returned 
the writer and remarked, “Say 
that talk you gave inspired me.” 

This boy’s remark suggests one 
method approach our endeavors 
compete with the 
stimulations which our boys and 
girls are being subjected industry. 


may appeal their sense pride. 


and responsibility future advisors 
and preceptors their own offspring. 
this way may reach the core 
their inner selves which essentially 
good and abhors, normal time, such 
conduct. 

Another suggestion which may 
bring about desirable outcomes would 
for English teachers present this 
problem the parents these chil- 


dren Parent-Teacher Association 
meetings. Since many these par- 
ents are employed defense indus- 
tries, such procedure may suddenly 
make them realize that they must 
exercise extreme care speech and 
manners while working with 
scents. 

course the public demands that 
the teacher reconstruct its youth from 
its present attitude indifference 
education. And the teacher doing 
valiant job and succeeding keep- 
ing these young people school, but 
this once, the teacher justified 
seeking the aid the parents and all 
other adults combating these in- 
fluences, which, allowed proceed 
without hindrance can only result 
increase delinquency which may 
become appalling. 

the final anaiysis, upon the Eng- 
lish teacher will rest the responsibility 
for discovering the solution this 
vital problem. Since the school 
large city the center indus- 
trialized environment where the lack 
formal education among parents 
may potent factor overlooking 
the language-conduct their chil- 
dren; and, since large number 
parents may immigrants who have 
not mastered English sufficiently 
critical the language used their 
children, becomes imperative for the 
school and the English teachers 
adopt curative measures. Any curri- 
culum may defined all experi- 
ences which pupils have while under 
the direction the school which in- 
clude both classroom and extra-class- 
room activities. All such activities 
should subordinated creating 
realization the pupils’ minds the 
responsibility they have toward them- 
selves, their immediate families, and 
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the community. course the proce- 
dure must involve the orientation, 
guidance, instruction, 
tion youth those significant areas 
living for which youth must pre- 
pare itself create better post-war 
world. plan for the inter relation- 
ship the richly-fruitful matter 
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the English curriculum and its 
tion life situations with strong 
emphasis the importance using 
acceptable English all time 
gested possible means reaching 
the inner being the average pupil 
that he, himself, may become the chief 
implement his own reconstruction. 


The Cambridge School and Community Service 


speaking the subject 
“What Can Private Schools the 
Way Community Service, 
Means Training Responsible 
Headmaster The Cambridge School 
and President the Harvard Teach- 
ers’ Association, recently told meet- 
ing Boston private school heads that 
took the position that very few 
private schools have can have 
ciently close relationships with the 
geographic communities which they 
happen situated make com- 
munity participation realistic even 
practical sense possible. 

Mr. French pointed out that The 
Cambridge School located Cam- 
bridge and Kendall Green, Massachu- 
setts, draws day pupils from differ- 
ent towns and cities and boarding 
pupils from much wider range. 
feels that the private school must 
the community within itself which 
the pupil makes his active and con- 
structive contributions citizen. 


This educator believes that the best 
method involves the largest possible 
use pupil-planning, co-operation 
with faculty leadership. 
words, faculty-imposed system will 
mean much pupils than one 
which they have shared planning, 
from the beginning down the last 
detail. 

Mr. French advocates School 
Town Meeting System which all 
students have equal voice 
This the method school govern- 
ment used the Cambridge School 
with great success. Committees that 
are now actively functioning this 
form school government the Cam- 
bridge School deal with such matters 
as: dances and other social occasions, 
fire drills and fire protection, cleaning 
all buildings, collecting metal and 
paper, receiving guests, 
ing week-end square dances, 
ing study periods, planning and check- 
ing afternoon activities, 
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Reading and Listening 


COULTER 
University Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming 


HERE ample academic evi- 
dence that the schools have not 
been notably successful teach- 
ing students read. Neither have 
they taught students listen effective- 
ly. These deficiences the current 
educational program have been gen- 
erally recognized that many schools 
have organized reading clinics and 
radio listening groups effort 
correct the unfortunate results bad 
teaching methods and school practices. 
There also much non-academic 
evidence that people after they leave 
the schools not read listen 
tively. The sections newspapers 
which letters from the public are 
printed will furnish ample proof 
the inability many people get the 
facts from what they read, under- 
stand the thinking based upon them. 
The newspaper and the radio today 
furnish the mechanical means for 
bringing instantly the remotest vil- 
lage the nation the latest news and 
tional problems. Yet perhaps 
previous time were the necessary 
measures nation war for its 
very existence hampered con- 
fused thinking and popular ignorance 
our nation hampered today. The 
nearest approach our history 
was the result the campaign lies 
and ignorance which hampered Lin- 
coln and prolonged the Civil War. 
There today all parts the coun- 
try constant chatter criticism 
about every policy which those who 


are responsible for the war find neces- 
sary. Recently, Senator George Nor- 
ris was quoted saying, “Little things 
every day and every hour, 
coming from somewhere, the finding 
fault with something immaterial 
are injuring our cause, and 
making more difficult for our brave 
men achieve the battlefield the 
victory which expect eventually.” 
Unfortunately, much this criticism 
not about little things; strikes 
the foundations our democratic 
form government and plays direct- 
into Hitler’s hands. The election 
November, 1942, was measure 
the confusion the minds the peo- 
ple. was not the “clear mandate” 
from the people which some 
professed see. Some this con- 
fusion and criticism merely politi- 
cal juggling. But much results 
from the inability people under- 
stand and judge what they read and 
hear. 

Some the factors which make 
impossible for untrained people 
judge facts and policies adequately are 
inherent the nature our mental 
equipment. simple fact that 
many people who have considerable 
wisdom the affairs their own lo- 
cal communities think very childishly 
about national and international prob- 
lems. the processes evolution, 
experience has taught men think 
about personal and local matters with 
sufficient effectiveness insure the 
survival the race. This evident 
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the fact that there human race, 
and not merely series human fos- 


sils. But date, the forces which 
human evolution have not 


taught the masses the people 
think effectively about the problems 
which arise the conduct large 
national state. Whether our civiliza- 
tion shall suffer period violent rev- 
olution, disappear altogether, evolve 
relatively orderly manner, will 
determined whether men develop 
not develop the ability think 
more effectively than they 
thought the past. far can 
see present, that ability will 
closely associated with the ability 
read and listen effectively, because 
many these larger problems which 
must solved concern matters which 
are outside the personal experience 
most people. 

Another fact which makes diffi- 
for untrained people under- 
stand what they hear read that 
the word, written spoken, not 
geared the receiving mind en- 
gine geared machine. The re- 
sponse many minds 
presented verbally vague and spotty. 
They receive only occasional and inac- 
flashes thought while reading 
page following speech. Anyone 
who has seen motion picture for 
second time aware that missed 
seeing many things the first time. Two 
untrained people may receive differing 
ideas from the same article. Students 
will write contradictory statements 
within two three pages seript and 
unaware the contradition. Train- 
ing accuracy understanding 
words and sequence thinking 
necessary the schools. 

Some the popular criticism and 
distrust public officials results from 
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honest provincialism and 
standing. are proud our 
free speech, and sometimes 
use those rights. Most 
whether business men, stockmen, 
lawyers, laborers, what not 
with series resolutions. Among 
those resolutions there usually 
least one condemning some policy 
government which interferes with the 
customary activity the group. 
ten these resolutions are the result 
ignorance; sometimes 
policy. Whatever their origin, they 
confuse the people. recent 
tion refused approve 
advising the government policy. 
drew notice two sentences the 
press 

Then there underground 
versive press whose message reaches 
large groups people, and present 
whispering campaign pointed 
ward the overthrow 
John Roy Carlson, the pen name for 
the author Under Cover, reports one 
leader subversive movement 
saying, whispering campaign the 
best thing now. They’d have hell 
time tracing it. Mrs. Murphy tells 
Mrs. Duffy and she tells Mrs. 
who tells Mrs. Smith.” The 
honeycombed with such 
rumors. They often come the 
face the speeches and writings 
gullible politicians and uninformed 
commentators. Students the schools 
should trained spot them. 

Several years ago, small group 
teachers tried get into the schools 
training the reading and evaluation 
news supplement the 
trickle the “classics” which made 
English classes. The object was 
train public read and evaluate the 
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materials which would constantly 
before them newspapers, materials 
upon which many their judgments 
must based. The original objec- 
tives have largely been lost. The actu- 
work the schools has degenerated 
into courses “journalism,” and the 
publication school papers. such 
contacts have had, find little 
training evaluation. 


The social, economic, technical, and 
facts which determine the 
pers and spoken over the radio make 
inevitable that much “news” and 
comment are trivial, much inaccurate, 
much confused. one America, 
recognizing the part which the press 
and radio have played and are playing 
the development our democratic 
civilization, would suggest official 
consorship, especially when see 
what happening Argentina. The 
only alternative the al- 
ternative developing with 
sufficient training act its own 
That seems the only way 
turn the joke Dr. Paul Joseph 
Goebbels who said that “it will always 
remain the best joke made the dem- 
ocratic system that provides its 
deadly enemies with the means de- 
stroying it.” 

Demagogs and racketeers all 
kinds know how use language 
confuse and destroy. They know all 
the tricks innuendo and distortion. 
one our functions the 
schools train our students that 
they may recognize any attempt de- 
lude their thinking and debase their 
judgment. 


listing here few which 
may serve frame reference for 
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the reading and evaluation news. 
Teachers may well lead students 
collect examples clarify 
trate them. 


Ownership. 


The ownership and control any 
institution determines its functioning. 
Many small newspapers are owned 
and edited intelligent and 
spirited men. Among them are 
found some the best papers the 
nation. Metropolitan newspapers are 
sometimes owned men whose chief 
turns. have had instances own- 
ership heirs large fortunes 
heirs who could not their own in- 
telligence and ability have accumu- 
lated enough money buy job press. 
They have sometimes run the papers 
flatter their own megalomania 
support their warped social politi- 
cal theories. Other papers are owned 
and edited for political purposes, for 
social economic propaganda, ete. 
These questions ownership and con- 
trol need kept before our stu- 
dents try show them how 
judge news. 


What News? 


The “man bites dog” philosophy 
what news necessarily limits the 
content newspapers. The success 
gan for flattering the ego the editor 
political propaganda, measured 
its Intelligent people will 
always buy newspapers get the news 
the few significant happenings 
the day. They depend upon other 
sources for more important matters and 
for discussion. Any increase cir- 
culation city newspaper depends 
upon appeal larger and larger 
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masses readers. Therefore there 
financial pull upon management 
fill the paper with sensational stories, 
trivialities, gossip about insignificant 
people, rumor, and criti- 
cism which gives the unintelligent 
reader sense superiorty. 
result, one may read the newspa- 
pers day day for years and still 
unaware the most significant hap- 
penings and thinking the time. 


Many readers get little from the 
newspapers beyond the statements 
the headlines. Since the headlines 
are often much more sensational than 
the facts, since they sometimes distort 
the facts purposely carelessly, the 
formation. Students can easily find 
examples little study headlines 
and news. related difficulty arises 
from newspaper style. Articles fre- 
quently begin with striking quota- 
tion several lines followed some 
such statement as, “said Mr. Blank 
before the dogeatcher’s convention 
Podunk last night.” The untrained 
reader remembers the dire prediction, 
and overlooks the fact that was 
speaker. 


The wide use pictures news- 
papers today introduces problem 
evaluation which difficult handle. 
Pictures may valuable giving un- 
traveled readers accurate knowledge 
places and people 
But picture, even photograph, of- 
fers the easiest means falsifying 
facts. article recent Scien- 
tific Monthly, called 
attention press articles the pey- 
ote cult among the which 


EDUCATION FOR 


FEBRUARY, 1945 


“were illustrated with crime photo- 
graphs marihuana addicts 
from police files.” Even good 
ture, honestly used, highly 
and particular. may easily sup 
port unjustifiable generalization, 


Fact and Rumor. 


Many newsmen distinguish 
between facts and rumors. 
when the rumors are carefully labeled 
such, they often stick the mind 
the reader after the contrary faets 
are published. Other writers and 
commentators are not careful 
tinguish between the two. often 
happens that rumor 
many times over the radio after the 
official facts have been published 
the contrary. The rumor usually 
more dramatic and sensational than 
the fact, and therefore makes more 
lasting impression sensation loving 
men given denying false 
time which might better given 
the work their important 
Sometimes the facts cannot released 
immediately because administrative 
reasons. Serious damage has often 
been done before possible make 
known the facts. 

Even when the facts are type 
sometimes reads 
that wrong emphasis gives 
torted notion. simple slip the 
tongue may lead falsification. 
terday, one broadcaster gave some 
cial production “since the 
first the year.” little later 
other man gave the same statistics 
applying the period “since the first 
the war.” 

number students observe event 
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and write what they saw, re- 
port the same speech. That exercise 
will show them how difficult see 
hear what speaker says. Then they 
may appreciate the fact that news- 
address may not reliable. 

Another excellent exercise have 
students check newspapers 
radio reports the space given specu- 
lations, predictions, and rumors, and 
the amount given later denying 
what has been said. 
stenographic reports, 
can used effectively. 


Check Authority. 


Students should trained check 
the authority for facts and opinions. 
One may well suspicious state- 
ments beginning “My information 

Capone was well known man! 
ity much our culture that man 
known newspaper readers because 
some kind commercial publicity 
frequently quoted subjects about 
baseball hero may quoted Shake- 
just because member our 
armed forces, movie idol, 
congressman, college professor. 
recent protest about some superficial 
statements the literature na- 
tional organization brought the reply 
that might not well founded be- 
cause the writers all “have their 
Ph. degrees!” well ask 
whether the writer speaker can rea- 
sonably supposed know the facts. 
Many commentators about the conduct 
the war its early phases were 
given passing judgment upon poli- 
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cies about which they could not possi- 
bly have had knowledge. 
ly, some them have been elimin- 
ated 


Attributed Motives. 


controversial writing and speak- 
ing, common find such phrases 
as, “He trying “He 
thinks can... .,” “He hopes 
check carefully these attributions 
for writer paraphrase the attitude 
“straw man” and then tear apart. 
old and often exposed trick, 
but still works. 


Subjective Words. 


Many English texts repeat the state- 
ment that the predicate sentence 
“says something about the subject.” 
This seldom true. The predicate 
often says something about whatever 
symbolized the subject. But 
also often true that the predicate 
says something about the speaker. 
When student says “This 
the case may be—he saying some- 
thing about himself and not something 
the subject the sentence the word 
“English” about the course 
named the subject. When 
porter says, “Last night Germany was 
rocked bombs,” the verb “rocked” 
does not symbolize fact but inter- 
pretation the speaker. sub- 
jective word. 

Subjective words, emotive words, 
weasel words, all tend connotive 
rather than denotive. Some the 
words and phrases which students 
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should trained watch are “beau- 
“realistic,” 
“New Deal,” “the American way 
“socialis- 
tic,” “pencil pushers,” and 
infinity. The notion should not 
presented that these words are always 
inappropriate, but that they are often 
used arouse emotion and action 
without thought. They may become 
signal words, words which people 
respond animals may trained 
respond signals. Popular, untrained 
response them may the pre- 
human level. 

Some commentators, for example, 
constantly use the word 
any policy which they approve, and 

any policy which they 
ite word with opposition politicians 
and ignorant designing commenta- 
tors arouse distrust governmental 
agencies. often true that those 
who use the word could not name six 
governmental bureaus and give their 
functions. People forget that every 
large administrative organization 
business, educational, governmental, 
eleemosynary must divided into 
sections bureaus for effective opera- 
tion. Some employees within these bu- 
reaus, are efficient, some are not. Any- 
one who has traveled has come con- 
tact with occasional inefficient “bu- 
reaucrats” railway ticket windows, 
hotel desks, behind store counters, 
etc. Any one who uses the word “bu- 
refer government em- 
ployees for the purpose awakening 
discontent without knowledge either 
ignorant demagog. His state- 
ments should checked carefully, and 
properly discounted. 

Advertisements are full emotive 
and signal words. Students can find 
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many examples. The teacher who 
trains students distinguish imme 
diately between emotive and 
tial words doing constructive bit 
teaching. 

Watch Passives. 


Most people have become conscious 
the impersonal “they say.” But 
few people seem aware that pas 
sives often serve the same purpose 
stating rumor, avoiding 
sibility for statements. 
should learn disconnt, least 
check carefully, statements beginning 
say “The situation confused,” 
stead the factual not have 
enough information understand the 
situation.” true that the passive 
vice editorial modesty. Still, 
needs watching. 

Recently, dispatch was released 
telling successful action one 
sector important front. One 
orated into great victory. Later 
another dispatch came from another 
sector the same front which changed 
the picture. The next day, the same 
broadcast began, “Yesterday were 
told that this was great victory; 
today appears that was not.” The 
use the passive permitted him 
“save face” and place the blame the 
government agency which released the 
dispatches, and not upon himself. 


10. Watch Abstract and 
Statements. 


tences: “If one violates jnan-made 
law, may punished not, 
pending upon whether 
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evitably punished, even the third 
fourth generation.” Starting with 
these sentences, the writer argued that 
all government bad because vio- 
lates “law nature.” His thinking 
was tragically confused because did 
not understand the highly general 
phrases law” and “law 
nature.” The word “law” occurs 
each phrase, but does not have the 
same referent the two. Most peo- 
ple constantly use such general words 
“republicans,” 
though all members these classes 
think and act alike. Many unjustifi- 
able opinions result. 


11. Watch the Assumptions Be- 
hind Statements. 


student recently wrote paper 
for me, likely quoting from something 
had read, children have 
technical rules and formulae which 
they must obey and keep mind, 
there obstacle entirely free ex- 
The assumptions are that 
rules hamper performance, and that 
“entirely free desirable. 
The first assumption does not accord 
with fact, and the second part 
superficial philosophy education. 
Many judgments are seen unsup- 
portable when the hidden assumptions 
upon which they rest are brought 
light. 


12. Check 


well learn check carefully 
predictions, especially “viewings with 
alarm.” During the past year many 
dire predictions about the course 
the war the production food have 
been shown have been unjustified. 
Students may well write down and 
date predictions which politicians and 


reporters make they can checked 
the events. Few people can remem- 
ber these things without writing them 
down. One prediction that comes true 
tends outweigh fifty that are proved 
false, the minds the untrained. 


Test Analogical Thinking. 

Much our thinking analogy. 
Many our abstract words have their 
present meanings the result ana- 
logical thinking. knowledge the 
analogy which gives word its present 
meaning often illuminating. For 
example, knowledge the analogy be- 
hind the word “propaganda” would 
clarify much confused thinking. But 
analogy seldom holds all respects, 
and judgments based upon analogy 
need watched carefully. 


14. What Not Said. 


Sometimes what not reported 
more important understanding the 
news than what reported. Facts 
can judged only comparison 
with other facts. the facts pre- 
sented not fall within the frame- 
work the experience the reader, 
has basis for comparison. Re- 
cently, Raymond Gram Swing used 
the analogy the iceberg. The 
activities day, like iceberg, are 
ninety percent below the surface 
the News. Most that mass may 
assumed efficiently conducted. 
The ten percent the news above the 
surface events which aré drama- 
tic, sensational, subject analysis 
and criticism. Good reading and lis- 
tening require constant awareness 
the unreported ninety percent. 


Sometimes the best approach 
educational problem indirect one. 
Much current news emotionally 
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colored political loyalties, class 
prejudices, and personal ambitions 
degree that makes dispassionate 
analysis difficult. The effort 
teacher discount the validity 
something read heard may seem 
students mere difference opinion 
between the well known teacher and 
the vague but authoritative writer 
speaker. The language training most 
effective preparing students read 
current newspapers and listen the 
radio should begin early the school 
with the teaching how words get 


meaning, how those meanings 
change, and how words combine 
express thought. When 


through the study materials emo- 
tionally neutral, have come under- 
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stand the nature language jas tool 
thought, and the ease with which 
that tool may used 
thought, they may more readily led 
apply that knowledge the 
tion current news and discussion, 
There one danger this work 
which teachers need understand. 
student recently told never 
the newspapers “because all 
propaganda anyway.” Evidently 
had been subject some unfortunate 
teaching about propaganda. atti- 
tude was unintelligent that 
one who believes everything 
hears. Our problem train 
evaluation, not develop thoughtless 
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Will the Next Armistice 


Bring? 
CLARE SIMONE SERAMUR 
Seton High School, Price Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio 


ODAY, Americans are united 

never before the great struggle 

for victory. But will military 
alone, satisfy the innate long- 
ings our hearts? Our purpose 
achieve victory and thereafter build 
world where can hope live 
peace and security. President 
Roosevelt his Message Congress 
January 1942, said: 

“We are fighting to-day for security 
and progress, and for peace, not only 
for ourselves, but for all men. Not 
only for one generation, but for all 
generations. are fighting 
cleanse the world from ancient evils, 
faith which back through all the 
years the first chapter the Book 
Genesis: ‘God created man His 
own image,’ We, our side, are 
striving true that divine heri- 
tage.” 

Military victory alone, will not give 
peace. The signing armistice 
meaningless unless those gathered 
the peace table are representatives 
nations that have made secure the 
foundations lasting peace. Need 
one recall the 
fered since the signing the Armis- 
tice know only too well 
what failed accomplish and have 
lived see our nation plunged into its 
active part second World War! 

his recent book, The Problems 


Peace, Herbert Hoover has 
stated seven dynamic forces that make 
for peace war, which have been 
operation since the dawn recorded 
civilization. These 
economic pressures, nationalism, im- 
perialism, militarism, the complexes 
fear, hate and revenge, and lastly, 
the will peace. this last-men- 
tioned force that the most import- 
ant. Unless the will man, unless 
the will nation desire peace, all 
peace treaties are nothing more than 
the paper upon which they are writ- 
ten. 

From examination world ex- 
perience peacemaking, has been 
demonstrated that after world wars 
peace cannot made adequately 
such assemblies were convened 
the Congress Vienna the Confer- 
ence Versailles. There must 
peace with justice. This peace 
proposed Pope Pius XII who, 
his Easter Message the world 
1939 said: 

“How can there peace when 
emnly sanctioned treaties and the 
plighted word have lost that security 
and value which are the indispensable 
bases reciprocal trust and without 
which material and moral disarmment 
become more difficult with each pass- 
justice, and just there cannot 


383 


j 
ig 
ne. | 4 
ow 
4 
r 
le 
; 
t- 
re 


q 


384 EDUCATION FOR 


peace without order, also there can 
order without justice.” 

Perhaps the greatest post-war prob- 
lem shall have will the keeping 
the peace once have obtained it. 
Henry Morgenthau, Secretary 
the Treasury, said recently: “There 
worthier objective for leaders 
today than look ahead the world 
that will follow this terrible war. 
are not only fighting against revival 
paganism, but are fighting for 
the establishment the Ten Com- 
mandments national and interna- 
tional relationships.” 

the duty all, who love jus- 
tice and hate iniquity, learn the 
needs the world and perform 
courageously the task necessary 
bring about world peace. But why 
that are always striving for and 
have, yet, never been successful 
obtaining world peace? The answer 
lies merely the pride and greed 
nations and individuals. 
tional pride, which leads false no- 
tions patriotism and love coun- 
try; and greed, the desire certain 
nations for national wealth and eco- 
nomic leadership, are the main reasons 
for war. vast network rights 
and duties exists between the individ- 
ual, the organization which be- 
longs, the state which part, 
and the universal brotherhood man. 

the deliberate misuse his free 
will, man has brought about this terri- 
ble war; yet Almighty God has al- 
ready drawn untold good 
bloody destruction. For too long had 
the world ignored God 
His commandments. Now suffer- 
ing painful consequences. The regret- 
table thing that took war such 
this force the world its knees 
prayer. Yet, that exactly what 
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happening; all over the world today, 
men and women who were once indif- 
ferent religion are now 
that alone can save the world from 
utter ruin. the great Dr. Alexis 
Carrel has well said: “When 
ligion disappears from the nation, the 
whole social structure slowly com 
mences crumble away.” 


What force will our American peo- 
ple the post-war world accept 
means keeping the peace once 
have obtained it? Will mere 
Secularism? Secularism cannot write 
real and lasting peace. Its narrow 
vision does not encompass the whole 
man; cannot evaluate the 
ity the human soul and the supreme 
good mankind. Will found 
Exploitation? cannot 
write real and lasting peace. Where 
greedy might and selfish expediency 
are made the substitutes 
there can securely ordered 
world. Surely, they will never 
ism, whether Nazi, Fascist, 
munist, cannot write real and lasting 
peace; for the state that usurps total 
powers, that very fact, becomes 
despot its own people and 
the great family nations. 
then, can write real and lasting 
peace? The spirit Christianity 
can write real and lasting peace 
justice and charity all nations, even 
those not Christian. upholds our 
most democratic principle 


Common Brotherhood Man Under 
The Fatherhood God. 


This the conclusion reached 
the Catholic Bishops the United 
ington, When this recognition 
given the rest our nation, the 
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greatest our post-war problems will the high purpose expressed 
have been solved. Dr. Mortimer Roosevelt the beginning 
Adler, the University Chicago, the war fulfilled: 
stresses the fact that lasting peace shall win this war and vic- 
eannot acieved -by mere conquest, tory shall seek not vengeance but 
when says: the establishment international 
“Jf men were angels, war would order which the spirit Christ 
impossible; men were brutes, peace rule the hearts men and 

would impossible. But because nations.” 
men are neither angels nor brutes, When our highroad Democracy 
men make wars; and marked the signposts the Ten 
possible for them avoid wars and Commandments, when this road turns 
live Peace the back Christ and His teachings 
produce reason.” personal life, national life, and 
When men use their reason, and will life, then and only then, 
the peace, then will the greatest will the signing the next armistice 
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EDITORIAL 
Where, How Strong, What Intent 


—the “Enemy”? 
CARL MILLER 


ECEIVING most the blame 

for the success the recent Ger- 

man counter-offensive has been 
the Intelligence division. This unit 
failed bring the facts about the 
size the enemy’s forces, the morale 
the enemy, the location the 
enemy, the intent the enemy, and 
the like. The result was 
caused bad over-confidence the 
part the American fighting men. 
And, the way, have been re- 
minded this connection that Ameri- 
cans are prone develop the weakness 
over-confidence. 

Now organized education has some 
parallels these respects. has 
great deal “fighting” do, and the 
“enemy” must constantly met and 
dealt with. Just aggressor nations 
regularly show with some new 
weapon, modern life regularly 
opening with some new condition 
invention that poses new problem 
for educators. Education needs its in- 
telligence division keep eye 
the “enemy” and give 
formation teachers what its na- 
ture is, how big, where located, and 
what are its motives. 

Interesting enough the fact that 
education’s intelligence unit must get 
data close examination the char- 
acter modern youth. How good 
modern youth? Does have the moral 
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character that should have? Dogs 
have the proper health and 
What the evidence concerning its 
fundamental mental 
How much culture it? 
all these matters have been 
given reports during the last 
Some reports, such those coming 
from the navy the physical 
tion boys, are not good. They show 
that health and physical training, 
the schools have not done satisfactory 
job. Other reports, such those 
scribing the fighting spirit Ameri- 
cans when really challenged, are good. 
There plainly mixture good and 
bad things said about the char 
acter American youth 1945 
gins. Much, evident, needed 
from the profession education and 
from its supplements, the home and 
the church. Beware then 
anna educators fond mammas who 
say that everything fine, that our 
boys and girls are fine set ever 
lived, cetera. They may good 
those the last generation (the 
generation that failed its duty 
keeping the peace, you know), but 
the times are demanding higher 
ards. American boys and girls can 
great deal better for the sake the 
whole country. And that the essence 
the truth that education’s 
gence unit should dispensing! 
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The Coal Industry. Josephine 
Perry. New York, Longmans, Green and 
Company, 1944. 128 pages, $1.75. 


The Chemistry Industry. Josephine 
New York, Longmans, Green and 
Company, 1944. 128 pages, $1.75. 


These two books Longman’s America 
Work series tell simply and clearly the 
story two our basic industries. 
each case, the author has not attempted 
too much; she has, however, succeeded 
bringing technical subject the atten- 
tion the young reader fashion that 
bound raise his interest. These 
books, together with the six titles previ- 
ously published, belong the shelves 
our guidance libraries the junior high 
school. Sears, New York 
University. 


Latin America. Harold Faulk- 
ner and Mark Starr. New York, Harper 
and Brothers, 1944. XIII and 305 pages. 

study labor relations illustrates 
admirably many the phases the 
democratic processes that are part and 


parcel the American way living and 
thinking. This very competently prepared 
volume labor America adapted for 
young Americans less-than college 
grade. The treatment follows the histori- 
cal approach and the evolution labor 
stressed. schools, 
since 1917, have attempted give their 
students knowledge labor relations 
for obvious reasons and, unfortunately, 
they have been hindered this lack 
adequate text books prepared for high 
school pupils. The volume definitely pro- 
vides challenging and sound material for 
such students. Moreover America 
for all the students high school 
age experience social studies. All 
our students are living industrial 
democracy and all will function so- 
ciety which labor integral part. 
The volume very well written and 
adroitly illustrated. fine bibliography, 
rather too advanced for most high school 
students, will especial aid teach- 
ers.—WILLIAM New York Uni- 
versity. 


NEW 


Wagner: Die Gotterdammerung: Fi- 
nale, Act III, Brunnhilde’s Immolation. 
Arturo Toscanini and the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra, Helen Traubel, soprano. Victor 
Musical Masterpiece 978. Three 
12-inch $3.50. 


One the greatest climaxes all 
music drama the Immolation scene 
from Wagner’s final conclusion the 
Ring Trilogy, “The Twilight the Gods.” 
The scene pictures the vassals bearing 
the body the dead Siegfried. Brunn- 
hilde orders the building funeral 
pyre. Savagely, she throws the rings into 
the fire, and then mounting her steed 
rides into the hungry flames. The hall 
collapses, the Rhine overflows, and Val- 


abode the Gods—burns. This 
all great epic drama and the music that 
Wagner composed for the scene heroic 
stature. The present recording with 
Toscanini and the NBC Symphony and 
Miss Helen Traubel, triumph for Vic- 
tor’s sound engineers. Here great mo- 
ment music drama made available for 
all time. The final side the album 
devoted Toscanini’s performance the 
concert version the moving 
the impassioned song which concludes one 
Wagner’s other great master works, 
Tristan and Isolde. This the album 
the month for school people order for 
their collections recorded music. 
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How Use Parliamentary Procedure 

How Understand Social-Studies Reading 

How Make Honest Report 

How Use Dictionary 

How Use Map 

How Use Atlas 

How Take Part Social-Studies 


Discussion 


How Use the Library Card Catalog 


How many these basic 
have your pupils mastered 


How Use the World Almanac 


How Read Percentages, Estimates, 
and Figures 


How Read Pictorial Graphs and Maps 
How Outline Social-Studies Material 
How Prepare Good Report 

How Give Oral Report 

How Make Written Report 


Then order for 30-day free 


SOCIAL-STUDIES 


with Individual Key 


FORREST LONG and HELEN HALTER 


SOCIAL-STUDIES SKILLS the new 
textbook for pupils that allows teachers 
make more efficient use their time bring- 
ing pupils quickly point competence 
the basic social-studies skills. 

This humorously illustrated book makes 
fun for pupils learn the skills that will im- 
prove their daily social-studies work. Busy 
teachers are relieved endless mass de- 
tailed preparation and instruction. Pupils 
can even work along their own, checking 
one another’s work with the Self- 
Testing Key. There are directions, practice 
materials, tests, and retests each the 


skills. 


Use SOCIAL-STUDIES SKILLS, 
your school will have new talking 
the community. You can say with 
that one class alone your pupils are bem 
taught practical skills that will 
them throughout life. You can 
P.-T.A. meetings, before service 
wherever criticism the schools arises, 
cost? classroom set books, 
can used different class each 
only $27! 

Order copy for each the 
teachers today. They can make good 
their personal copies while quantity 
for the pupils being considered. 


30-day approval low quantity prices 


List price $1.50— Net professional price $1.20 
4-29 copies, including keys, $1.05 each, net 
more copies, 90c net each, keys each 


INOR PUBLISHING CO. 


207 Fourth 
New 


